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NIE DIRECTOR’S RACE

NIE Director’s Race 2012, the Institute’s biennial charity 
event, has raised more than S$73,000. Thanks to the 
generosity of the NIE community, including schools, 
alumni and corporate sponsors, the amount raised will go 

towards the education and development programmes at ARC 
Children’s Centre (ARC). ARC is a children care centre which 
aims to provide a sanctuary for disadvantaged children with life-
threatening illnesses.

The impending rain did not dampen the spirits of some 500 
participants who turned up for the NIE Director’s Race 2012, 
which was held on 12 October 2012 in NIE campus. 

Besides NIE staff, students and teachers from River Valley High 
School, Hwa Chong Institution, West Spring Secondary School, 
Raffles Institution, Woodlands Secondary School and Cedar Girls’ 
Secondary School also turned up to give their support.

The Director’s Race 2012 Organising Committee would like to thank 
the NIE community and all sponsors who have contributed to the 
success of this event, and made a difference to the lives of the 
children at ARC.

By Director’s Race 2012 
Organising CommitteeCorporate Development
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EDITOR’S SAY

Above, right 
and below: NTU 

students’ relay 
team; CRPP staff’s 
fun run team; and 

NIE staff’s relay 
team are some of 

the 500 runners
in the race

RAISES OVER S$73,000

Right: NIE Director, 
Prof Lee Sing Kong 

presents mock cheque 
to Ms Adrienne Tan, 

Director of ARC 
Children’s Centre

Quite often, the challenge to 
overcome and achieve is better 
than the win because it pushes 
boundaries and triggers great 

self-discovery. Even more so, for a large 
community like NIE, it requires strong 
cooperation and fervour to accumulate an 
institute-wide achievement. 

These qualities resonated in the many 
developments charted in the past year as 
a collective voice compelling us to theme 
the December edition, “Designing the 
Future”. As an integral part of preparing 
future educators in Singapore, we took 
hues of red, yellow and blue (our corporate 
colours) to depict a web of open boxes – the 
symbolism of open minds and hearts that 
form a chorus worth listening to. 

Like the landmark moments of achieving two 
top Green Awards (page 6) this year, raising 
more than $73,000 to aid disadvantaged 
children with life-threatening illnesses at 
the NIE Director’s Race (page 3) or the 
retrospective centrefold which showcases 
the milestones of 2012. 

Just as our cover illustrates the open 
exchange of many ideas that design our 
future, good community spirit keeps us 
going as evidenced in the smiles and 
cheers shared on Service Learning Day and 
National Day on pages 4 and 5. Or enjoying 
our annual Deepavali festivities on page 
10 and the latest graduation ceremonies 
celebrated on page 20 for the Higher 
Degree Awards and page 24 on the Leaders 
in Education Programme graduates.

Just as change is a constant in a dynamic 
landscape, we take time to express our 
gratitude to a valued academic, Professor S. 
Gopinathan on page 7, reminisce on NIE’s 
three decades of service in photos and bid 
farewell to former resident photographer, Mr 
William Oh on page 18. 

As we look forward to the strategic goals 
outlined for 2017 in NIE Director’s Annual 
Address on page 8, we hope that NIE News 
continues to motivate you with good stories 
of success and happy memories. So here’s to 
“Designing the Future” and a fantastic 2013.

We wish all our readers a very...
“Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!”



Above from left: NIE Sub Dean Counselling, Dr Tan Soo Yin; 
Associate Dean, Programme and Student Development, Assoc Prof 
Low Ee Ling; MOE Director of Student Development Curriculum 
Division, Ms Liew Wei Li (front row, third); and NIE Director, Professor 
Lee Sing Kong (front row, sixth), share a light-hearted moment 
with Team Paction
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The highly anticipated 12th International Congress on 
Mathematical Education (ICME-12) was held from 8 to 15 
July this year in Seoul, Korea. Since ICMEs are held once 
in every four years, one may very well say that this is the 

mathematics education conference in the world.

With an International Programme Committee that comprised 22 
members from 18 countries, participants attended a well-planned 
and informative series of events throughout the eight days. Through 
Plenary Activities, National Presentations, Regular Lectures, Survey 
Teams, Topic Study Groups, Discussion Groups, and other activities, 
the state-of-the-art in mathematics education research and the 
practice of mathematics teaching and learning were examined and 
demonstrated from international perspectives.

A significant feature of the conference is National Presentations. 
The scientific programme committee of ICME-12 invited National 
Institute of Education’s (NIE) Professor Berinderjeet Kaur to lead 
Singapore’s National Presentation on Mathematics Education. Prof 
Kaur is Singapore’s representative to the general assembly of the 
International Commission on Mathematics Instruction. Prof Kaur, 
Associate Professor Wong Khoon Yoong, Associate Professor Tay On 26 September 2012, NIE welcomed Ms Liew Wei Li, 

Director of Student Development Curriculum Division at the 
Ministry of Education, who graced Service Learning Day, 
an event that celebrates community outreach by student 

teachers in Group Endeavours Service Learning (GESL) projects.

In her address, Ms Liew encouraged student teachers to sustain 
efforts and take the lead in developing character in pupils and 
pass on the values through meaningful activities and community 
engagements. To which, the three GESL groups picked from the 
PGDE January 2012 cohort for the Plenary, exemplified Ms Liew’s 
advice with their unique experiences.

The first group’s project, Helping Other People in Extraordinary 
Situations (H.O.P.E.S), was a joint collaboration with The Salvation 
Army. The team organised a two-day leadership and reflection 
workshop for Children Helping Other Children (CHOC-berries) to 
facilitate public awareness about incarcerated families and support 
available. Group RAICE, on the other hand, focused on elderly 
residents living in one-room rental flats. The team enhanced services 
offered to them, organised house visits, regular activities, and even 
initiatives with Highpoint Community Services Association which 
runs a “Hobby Corner” for the elderly. While project EMPOWER 
worked with residents of the Good Shepherd Centre to inspire them 
through dance workshops to live life to the fullest.

The NIE community celebrated Singapore’s 47th National 
Day on 8 August 2012 with much gusto. Dressed in red and 
white, NIE’s faculty, staff and student teachers gathered 
around the campus triangle to participate in the National 

Day Observance Ceremony. The celebratory activities started with a 
march-in and singing the National Anthem, followed by the popular 
“Runway NIE” which took centre stage at the grounds.

A showcase presented by 93 GESL group representatives from the 
July 2012 cohort, their challenge was to design outfits with recycled 
materials according to the theme “Loving Singapore, Our Home”. 
Participants came well-prepared to stun with the interesting use of 
discarded items like plastic bags, newspapers, soda cans and even 
ang pows to fashion clothing, headgear, bags and more. With eye-
catching designs coupled with lively performances and colourful 
make-up vying to win over judges, the event proved a crowd-pleaser.

Another venue that found a big audience was the Student Hub 
where a photo exhibition by the National Heritage Board titled “Five-
Footway and Heritage in Photos 1950 to 2000”, gave NIE members 
a chance to reminisce the interesting aspects of Singapore’s history. 
Two thumbs up for the organisers and participants who worked hard 
to make this a colourful birthday party just for Singapore.

By Office of Teacher Education

By Office of Teacher Education

CELEBRATING SERVICE

Above: Double kudos 
to PGDE Primary Group 
24 who bagged the Best 
Poster Award and Best 
Cluster Award

Left: Top honours went 
to PGDE Primary Group 
2’s “Ode to Singapore” 
with this bird-inspired 
costume symbolising 
the nation’s vibrant and 
diverse society

Left: NIE Director, 
Prof Lee Sing Kong 
presented Diploma 
Group 7’s creation
with the Best 
Cluster Award

Eng Guan, Associate Professor Toh Tin Lam, Associate Professor Ng 
Swee Fong, Associate Professor Jaguthsing Dindyal and Assistant 
Professor Lee Ngan Hoe, who are from NIE’s Mathematics and 
Mathematics Education Academic Group, together with colleagues 
from the Ministry of Education (MOE) and the Academy of Singapore 
Teachers (AST) worked on the presentation and accompanying 
exhibition for more than two years. They successfully delivered 
their presentation offering comprehensive views in a three-and-a-
half hour session on 10 July 2012.

An exhibition was also held from Monday, 9 to 13 July 2012. The 
exhibition was sponsored by the Association of Mathematics 
Educators (AME) and the MOE. Colleagues from NIE were also 
present to manage the exhibition booth and answer queries from 
international participants who attended ICME-12. Visitors to the 
booth were given a copy of the special issue of “The Mathematics 
Educator”, a refereed journal of AME and two other booklets on 
education in general and mathematics education in Singapore 
prepared by MOE. At the closing of the conference, it was mentioned 
that a total of 66 participants from Singapore attended ICME-12; 
a record number of participants from the island republic for any 
ICMEs. This only further testified to the success of the event and its 
relevance to educators in the country.

APPLAUDING SINGAPORE

By Professor Berinderjeet Kaur, Mathematics and 
Mathematics Education Academic Group

Launch of New GESL Website and e-Books:

Service Learning Day also saw the launch of office of Teacher 
Education’s new GESL website and two eBooks on service-
learning. With the support of NIE’s Centre for eLearning, the new 
website highlights exemplary GESL projects. The eBooks also 
provide a good resource on service learning journeys in Singapore 
and overseas. Visit the website at: www.nie.edu.sg/gesl

Above: A GESL 
participant shares his 
project insight at the 

exhibition with 
Ms Liew

Right: Visitors to the 
website can read 
about their GESL 
experiences and 

stories throught 
the e-Books

NATIONAL PRESENTATION ON
MATHEMATICS EDUCATION IN SINGAPORE

Inset: Singapore’s 
exhibition booth 
attracted much 
interest from 
international visitors



She may not be green all over but NIE certainly comes 
across all smiles in the ranks of environmental excellence 
with two new awards this year. Not without much effort, 
deft planning, deep understanding and great cooperation 

from NIE’s Development and Estate Department (DED) team led 
by Mr Selvarajan Selvaratnam since the campus sprawls across 
16 hectares and houses six blocks, 12 lecture theatres and 68 
tutorial rooms.

On 24 May 2012, the first was the prestigious Building and 
Construction Authority (BCA) Green Mark Platinum Award for NIE’s 
environment-friendly design and practices. A highest recognition, 
the Platinum standard recognises NIE Singapore as one of this 
year’s greenest tertiary education campuses alongside 317 award 
recipients across eight categories.

Four months shortly after, NIE collected its second win, the Energy 
Efficiency National Partnership (EENP) Award. One organised by 
the National Environment Agency, Energy Market Authority and 

By Public, International and 
Alumni Relations

Economic Development Board, she clinched EENP’s Best Energy 
Efficiency Practices in the Large Building category. In a nutshell, it 
was highlighted that DED looked at energy conservation efforts in 
a holistic approach and administered an integrative system to yield 
sustainable results.

These two, now make a total of five wins in environment accolades. 
NIE was honoured previously with one of BCA’s highest awards in 
2009 – the BCA Green Mark GoldPlus Award for Existing Buildings. 
In 2005, NIE walked off with first place in BCA’s Energy Efficient 
Building Award. She had also won the top award a year later at the 
ASEAN Energy Efficient Building Award.

This is a testament of the progressive excellence at DED 
in planning, management and execution of an outstanding 
environment-friendly standard in our campus buildings. While NIE 
conscientiously advances on the eco-friendly front, we hope the 
lasting impressions make for giant steps toward new educational 
experiences in the NIE Community about going Green.

GREEN GIANT
GREEN CAMPUS TOUR

NIE was selected as one of the stops on a tour 
of environment-friendly landmarks in Singapore 
organised by the Building and Construction 
Authority (BCA). On the allocated 9 October 
2012 visit to NIE, 23 regional delegates and 
officers from BCA were present to ask questions 
on the iconic features. Structural details were 
keenly observed as cameras snapped away. 
The delegation was accompanied by a team 
of DED officers and led by DED’s Executive 
Engineer, Mr Zaw Min (pictured above and left).

The National Institute of Education (NIE), Singapore would like 
to express her appreciation to Professor S. Gopinathan for 
his countless contributions at the Institute. Prof Gopinathan 
first joined the Institute of Education in 1974. His major 

management responsibilities were Dean of the School of Education 
from March 1994 till June 2000, Dean of Foundation Programmes 
Office from July 2000 till June 2003 and Head, Centre for Research 
in Pedagogy and Practice from May 2008 till February 2009. In his 
role as Dean of Foundation Programmes Office, he oversaw the 
development of the BA/BSc (Education) programme and was also 
involved in managing the Diploma and PGDE programmes. 

He has also served on various MOE review committees and was a 
Resource Specialist for the Government Parliamentary Committee 
on Education, a consultant for the Singapore Teachers’ Union and 
a Board Member of the Singapore Examinations and Assessment 
Board. Prof Gopinathan was involved in setting up the Singapore 
Centre for Teaching Thinking and the Principals’ Executive Centre 
at the NIE. He is a founder member of the Educational Research 
Association of Singapore and served as its President for many 

THANK YOU, PROFESSOR S. GOPINATHAN
years. He is founding editor of the Singapore Journal of Education. 
Prof Gopinathan served on the International Advisory Board for the 
Asia Pacific Journal of Education and co-edits the Routledge Critical 
Studies in Asian Education.

He had the foresight to lead an NIE taskforce that saw the formation 
of the Curriculum, Teaching and Learning (CTL) Academic Group 
and the development of the Master of Education in Curriculum and 
Teaching. He was a Professorial Fellow at the Policy and Leadership 
Studies and subsequently at the CTL Academic Group.

During his time at NIE, Prof Gopi also assisted in the establishment 
of the Emirates College for Advanced Education in Abu Dhabi and 
the Bahrain Teachers College in Bahrain. Prof Gopinathan continues 
to make significant contributions through his experience and wealth 
of knowledge.

With his departure from NIE in June 2012, we wish him well and 
look forward to his continual contributions toward Singapore’s 
education landscape. 

They may be extinct and more than 65 million years old but 
we can still take lessons from dinosaurs. That was what NIE’s 
inaugural “Let’s Connect” inspirational chat series on 17 
October 2012 was all about. Armed with valuable pieces of 

fossil remains from extinct species, Edmontosaurus and Triceratops, 
Professor Leo Tan, President and Fellow of the Singapore National 
Academy of Science, gave an exhilarating talk about how in living 
one’s passion, one may find his or her purpose in life.

Cleverly interwoven with stories of the extinct species, the history of 
NIE and nature conservation, it is evident that his perseverance has 
helped fulfill the vision in sustaining natural history in the new home of 
the Raffles Museum of Biodiversity, the now Lee Kong Chian Natural 
History Museum. As an open platform for speakers and NIE student 
teachers to raise issues and exchange ideas on topics that will 
inspire and broaden perspectives, the session served its purpose 
well with Prof Tan’s insights. He encouraged student teachers to 
learn from the past to understand the present and to draw valuable 
lessons from this to inculcate values and develop character in their 
pupils. Well received by NIE staff and student teachers, many were 
fascinated by the fossils and walked away deeply inspired.

IT’S A DINOSAUR’S LIFE
By Office of Teacher Education
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Above: Student teachers liked 
the Dinosaur femur displays

Inset: Prof Leo Tan sharing the 
lighter side of Dinosaurs with the 

Edmontosaurus femur exhibit



DIRECTOR NIE LAUNCHES
NEW 5-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN:
3:3:3 ROADMAP CHARTS
THE COURSE TO 2017
2012 marks an important milestone in NIE’s history. A five-year 

strategic roadmap had been launched in 2007 with the goal 
of arriving at “Destination 2012”, acknowledged by peers and 
stakeholders alike as an Institute of Distinction. NIE’s 5-Year 

Strategic Plan, known as the “3:3:3 Roadmap” set out the goals and 
strategies for transforming key areas of teaching and research, as 
well as enabling corporate support. As we reflect and take stock of 
the last five years, the verdict is clear – the roadmap has steered us in 
the right direction, the implementation plan has been well executed, 
and the results even surpassing expectations in some areas. NIE 
has been heralded for its unique teacher education model, with bold 
initiatives and new programmes capturing the attention of educators 
and policymakers all over the world; our research has contributed to 
education policy and practice, and our talent-centric policies have 
enabled our staff to do what they do best in contributing to NIE’s 
global reputation. 

Our accomplishments are due entirely to the efforts of our staff. This 
was a key point emphasised by Prof Lee Sing Kong, Director, NIE 
as he delivered the Annual Address on 25 September 2012. Prof 
Lee paid tribute to the contribution made by each and every staff as 
he took the audience through the details of the 5-year ‘report card’.

2017 will be the next milestone of NIE’s future. The Annual Address 
was also the occasion for Prof Lee to launch NIE’s new 5-Year 
Strategic Plan. The new 3:3:3 Roadmap (2013 – 2017) represents the 
continuance of NIE’s journey towards excellence.While we celebrate 
our successes, we cannot rest on our laurels. The constantly 
changing operating landscape requires that we establish new and 
higher goals for the next five years. With NIE occupying a key node 
in Singapore’s education system, it must chart its future in view of the 
current and foreseen landscape in education. External and internal 
drivers as well as more recent developments will have an impact 
on our strategies, bringing both challenges and opportunities. With 

By Ms Joy Camille Atienza, Strategic Planning 
and Corporate Services

LAUNCHING ID3AS
Ms Charmaine Jacqueline Chia, Academic Computing 
and Information Services
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The social portal ID3AS@NIE was launched with much fanfare 
at Lecture Theatre four on 29 June 2012 with 170 staff in 
attendance. In a nutshell, this is an online staff feedback 
and suggestion portal to promote innovation driven by the 

three ‘A’ principles of Acceptance, Accountability and Affirmation.

It first sprouted from the Human Capital Management (HCM) 
initiative led by the Innovation and Value Creation Taskforce set up 
to review the current efforts in innovation and value creation in NIE.

The Taskforce comprised Mr Tan Hoon Chiang, Divisional Director, 
Academic Computing and Information Services (ACIS); Mdm Loi 
Su Min, Strategic Planning and Corporate Services (SPCS); Mdm 
Nenny Noorman, Library and Information Services Centre (LIBRIS) 
and Ms Chiew Yan Leng, Finance (FIN).

“The launch marks both the cessation of the Staff Suggestion 
Scheme (SSS) and the birth of ID3AS@NIE that promised a new 
system to spearhead the process of innovation and promote the 
right value creation culture in NIE”, announced Mr Tan Kian Heong, 
Divisional Director, Corporate Planning and Development (CPD).

Since its launch, the portal has gained many followers including 
the event’s Guest-of-Honour, Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director 
of NIE. Prof Lee noted that some of the more popular ideas on 
the suggestion portal included “implementing eldercare leave” 
and “having a sheltered path across the centre of NIE Plaza”. 
He added that although some of the ideas may pose difficulty in 

implementation, the management appreciates the open feedback 
received from staff and intends to take these into consideration on 
the future shaping of the institute’s policies.

ID3AS@NIE portal is accessible under “Quick Links” via the 
NIE Portal. For any queries, please contact Service Desk at: 
servicedesk@nie.edu.sg.

By Mr Cheow Weng Khong, Corporate 
Planning and Development

Below: Producing quality teachers 
for Singapore schools will continue 
to be the ‘core business’ of NIE’s 
next five-year roadmap

MOE having met its target of a 33,000-strong teaching force, the 
implication is declining pre-service intakes. The flip side of the coin 
however represents an opportunity to build up our professional 
development programmes to cater to the advanced learning 
needs of serving teachers and school leaders. Prof Lee’s sobering 
message was that the road ahead would be very different and more 
complex than anything we have encountered in the past, and this 
would necessitate re-thinking of current approaches. However, he 
was confident that the strategies which have been mapped out in 
the new plan would point us in the right direction and keep NIE 
firmly on the path to continued success. The new 3:3:3 Roadmap 
(2017) will build on the strong foundations already established. The 
strategic framework being still relevant remains but with a few key 
updates to refresh and keep it current. 

The new roadmap still comprises three pillars of Partnership, 
Knowledge Capital and Impact and Influence; three strategic 
focus areas of Teaching, Research and Talent; and three drivers 
of excellence, Responsiveness, Relevance, and Rigour. The 3:3:3 
Roadmap is NIE’s affirmation for continuing to provide quality teacher 
education programmes, embark on impactful research, and develop 
its human capital to support its core businesses. This long-term 
plan is the result of many rounds of iteration amongst the senior 
management and key leaders of what they envision NIE to be in 2017, 
how this vision will be achieved and what resources are needed.

To reach Destination 2017 the NIE community will once again have 
to embark on a collective journey, with each staff playing a vital role. 
An implementation plan will be mapped out to identify the specific 
action agendas, and various staff will be called upon to contribute 
their talents to achieving the stated deliverables. Now that NIE 
has charted the course of its future with the new 3:3:3 Roadmap, 
success will now rest on the commitment and determination of the 
NIE community to ascend a new summit of excellence.

Above: ID3AS encourages an open platform 
for sharing views within the NIE community

Above: 3:3:3 Roadmap (2013 - 2017)



By Dr R Velmurugan, Asian Languages and 
Cultures Academic Group

The annual Deepavali celebration hosted by the Tamil 
Language and Culture Division of the Asian Languages 
and Cultures Academic Group at NIE was successfully held 
on 10 October 2012 at the campus Lecture Theatre four. 

This year saw an innovative theme that included a concert which 
featured self-produced videos and fun activities. Specially-planned 
interactions were also factored into the event to allow interaction 
between the participants and Guest-of-Honour, Dr Chew Lee Chin, 
who is Sub-Dean at the Office of Graduate Studies and Professional 
Learning and Assistant Professor at the Psychological Studies 
Academic Group.

The festivities, which started in the morning, proved to be a hit as it 
attracted a full-house attendance.

Thanks to the good efforts of NIE student teachers, academics and 
staff, the venue was transformed into a vibrant, colourful and warm 

GP SYMPOSIUM
By Assistant Professor Ramona Tang, 
English Language and Literature
Academic Group

A one-day symposium on the theme 
of “Teaching Writing and Thinking” 
was held in NIE on 3 September 
2012. The event, organised 

by the English Language and Literature 
(ELL) Academic Group specifically with 
General Paper (GP) teachers in mind, 
aimed to encourage participants to 
see the connections between “writing” 
and “thinking” in the Singapore school 
classroom, and to offer tools and approaches 
for integrating these skills. Professor Lee 
Sing Kong, Director, NIE, welcomed the 
participants, noting that he was “very 
encouraged” to see so many educators 
in attendance. 

Expressing the belief that “thinking” 
should be infused across every subject 
that we teach, Prof Lee said, “If we can 
encourage our students to really think well 
and articulate well in the course of their 
writing, they will have picked up a skill that 
is in so much demand in the 21st century”. 
Symposium organiser Assistant Professor 
Ramona Tang from ELL, in her introduction 

to the symposium, similarly emphasised the 
close links between thinking and writing, 
and expressed the hope that participants 
would be inspired by the day’s sessions as 
well as gain concrete ideas for integrating 
the teaching of thinking with the teaching of 
writing. The programme featured eminent 
writing researcher Professor Charles 
Bazerman from the University of California, 
Santa Barbara, who gave a keynote 
lecture entitled “Writing and Intellectual 
Development: Putting Information, Source 
Readings, and Ideas Together”. This was 
followed by parallel workshop sessions 
facilitated by educators from NIE and other 
institutions of higher learning in Singapore. 

Feedback from the symposium participants 
indicated that some of what they liked best 
about the day included “discipline-specific 
ideas/practices to infuse critical thinking in 
GP”, “practical activities/lesson possibilities 
that were shared in the workshops”, and 
the “interactive” nature of the sessions. 
Close to 90 participants from Singapore’s 
Junior Colleges, Integrated Programme 
schools, the Ministry of Education, 
and the English Language Institute of 
Singapore (ELIS) attended the symposium.
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16 August
A successful meeting 
between Dr Hans-Jürg 
Keller, Vice President, 
Zurich University of 
Teacher Education 
(Pädagogische 
Hochschule Zürich, 
PHZH), Professor Lee 
Sing Kong and Associate 
Professor Low Ee Ling that 
resulted in an agreement 
of establishing an MOU 
between NIE 
and PHZH.

13 - 20 September
NIE hosted delegations 
from various divisions 
of Ministry of Education, 
Malaysia, who were 
interested to learn about 
teacher competencies and 
professional development 
programmes for 
in-service educators.

18 - 20 September
NIE facilitated a visit by a 
delegation from Central 
Bank of Azerbaijan, led 
by Mr Emin Huseynor, 
Executive Director and 
Director of the Center 
for Research and 
Development, who were 
in Singapore to study the 
education system as part 
of their preparation for 
Azerbaijan’s 
long-term reform 
and development.
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DEEPAVALI@NIE
ambience filled with sights and sounds regularly experienced on 
Deepavali. The Guest-of-Honour was invited to light a traditional lamp 
as a symbol of the lighting up of the festive lights and decorations. 
This was followed by a welcome performance by the Urumi (Indian 
drum) group who electrified the crowd with their energetic moves. 
Another highlight of the occasion for participants every year is the 
sumptuous spread of vegetarian and non-vegetarian Indian food. 
Guests were also given murukku, a savoury Indian snack delicacy, 
as a scrumptious parting gift. Celebrating the occasion in a different 
way while keeping to the main essence and crux of the event can be 
challenging. Amidst the on-going packed semester, the event did 
well in bringing the flavours and excitement often shared during this 
traditional holiday.

For students, it also offered the chance to step away from the hectic 
school schedule and have a good time with the community. And 
of course, the positive remarks will certainly be a boost to all of us 
through the semester too!

Above: Participants at a workshop conducted 
by Dr Cynthia Macknish from ELL

Below: Prof Charles Bazerman from the 
University of California, Santa Barbara, giving 
his keynote lecture

Above: A traditional welcome 
for the Guest-of-Honour 
Dr Chew Lee Chin



22 - 24 October
NIE facilitated a study 
tour by a delegation from 
Pearson UK, led by Mr 
Rod Bristow, President, 
Pearson UK. Many 
colleagues met with them 
to share about various 
aspects of Singapore’s 
education system, 
including curriculum and 
assessment, inclusivity 
and accessibility, and 
different learner pathways.

31 October
A Swedish delegation led 
by Dr Yvonne Andersson, 
Member of the Swedish 
Parliament and Member 
of the Parliamentary 
Committee on Education, 
visited NTU on a study 
mission on education and 
social insurance. They 
visited NIE to learn more 
about the institute and how 
technology can be used 
to assist in learning by 
children with special needs, 
and to visit the Classroom 
of the Future.

7 November
Following a recent MoU 
established between 
NIE and Liverpool 
John Moores University 
(LJMU) in September, 
Professor Nigel Weatherill, 
Vice-Chancellor, LJMU 
led a delegation to 
NIE, Singapore to 
discuss future research 
collaborations and visit 
our sport facilities.

08

09

10

1 - 2 October
A delegation led 

by Professor 
Aktolkyn Kulsarieva, 

Vice-Chancellor, Kazakh 
National Pedagogical 

University (KNPU), 
Kazakhstan, was hosted by 
VPA during their visit to NIE 
and UNESCO-NIE CARE to 

understand the approach to 
art education in Singapore. 
An MoU between NIE and 

KNPU was signed when 
the delegation called on 

Professor Lee Sing Kong.

7 - 13 October
Professor Zhang Shengli, 

Vice President, Tianjin 
University of Sport (TJUS), 
China, led a delegation to 
NIE, Singapore on a study 

trip to discuss ideas for 
collaborations between 

NIE Singapore and Tianjin 
University of Sport.

9 - 11 October
Professor Victor L. Perez 

Vera, President, University 
of Chile, visited NIE as part 

of his study trip to learn 
more about Singapore’s 

education system and to 
explore ways to deepen 

education linkages 
with Singapore.

22 October
Professor Lee Sing Kong 

and Dr Quek Jin Jong 
met with Mr Colin Pettit, 
Secretary of Tasmania’s 

Department of Education 
and Dr John Ewington, 

Principal Leader of 
Tasmania’s Professional 

Learning Institute, during 
their trip to Singapore and 

discussed about 
pre-service teacher 

education and 
educational leadership.
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For outstanding commitment to students’ holistic 
development, 15 teachers were presented with 
the Caring Teacher Awards. Jointly organised by 
NIE and ExxonMobil Asia Pacific, and supported 
by MOE, the winners were chosen from over 2,000 
nominated teachers. The recipients comprised 
eight primary school, five secondary school and two 
junior college teachers selected by the CTA 2012 
Organising Committee. 

The seventh C J Koh Professor is a specialist in Comparative 
Education and a Sinologist. Prof Ruth Hayhoe is President 
Emerita at the Hong Kong Institute of Education and is well 
published on Chinese education and East-West relations 
on education. Her seminar to NIE staff compared the lives 
and teachings of Confucius and St Paul, their influence to 
global educational thought, and particularly how Chinese 
tradition may enrich global educational dialogue today.

NIE was awarded the Building and Construction Authority 
Green Mark Platinum Award for environment-friendly 
design and practices. This is the highest recognition for 
sustainability in buildings. The award and three previous 
accolades are a testament to the outstanding contributions 
of staff and community members toward a progressive 
excellence in planning, execution, maintenance and 
management of the campus.

By Public, International and Alumni Relations

The first Joint Master of Arts in Leadership and Educational Change 
was launched with Teachers College, Columbia University for local 
and international education professionals. Based in Singapore, it’s 
the first full-time programme to tap on cross-national knowledge 
expertise with an Asian context delivered by two leading teacher 
education institutions from Singapore and the US.

The Classroom of the Future 3.0 is the latest edition launched by 
NIE and the Infocomm Development Authority. It showcases new 
immersive technology and seamless learning environments. The 
highly interactive exhibit tackles global climate change through 
gameplay and other interesting virtual scenarios.

NIE Wellness Centre opened its doors to provide affordable, high 
quality psychological services and counselling for students and 
staff of NIE and NTU, and the public. The Centre also functions 
as a clinical unit for NIE’s postgraduate students in the Master 
of Arts (Applied Psychology) and Master of Arts (Counselling 
and Guidance), supervised by registered psychologists and 
professional counsellors.

The sixth EW Barker Professor is Prof Stuart Biddle, 
Physical Activity and Health of Loughborough 
University, UK. A leading researcher in applying 
behavioural medicine to physical activity, he 
gave three public lectures at NIE, ITE College 
East and Singapore Sports School to almost 600 
particpants on physical activity and sedentary 
behaviour for all ages.

Statecraft X™, NIE’s first commercialised mobile 
device game for students, was designed and 
developed by a team of 11 academics and staff, 
led by principal investigator Assoc Prof Chee Yam 
San from NIE’s Learning Sciences Lab. Students 
play the role of governors of a town complete 
with fantasy characters that teach citizenship and 
values education.

NIE            MILESTONES
SPECIAL FEATURE13

The National Environment Agency 
awarded NIE with its Energy Efficiency 
National Partnership Award in Best 
Energy Efficiency Practices for Public 
Sector Agencies (Large Building). NIE’s 
Development and Estate Department 
(DED) is credited to implementing a 
holistic approach to reduce energy 
wastage and an integrative system that 
yields sustainable results. Mr Selvarajan 
Selvaratnam, Head of received the award 
on behalf of the institute at the ceremony. 
In total, this marks the fifth environmental 
accolade for NIE.

The fifth NIE Director’s Race, a biennial charitable 
event, raised more than S$73,000 towards the 
education and development programmes for 
children with life-threatening illnesses for its 
adopted beneficiary, ARC Children’s Centre. Senior 
management, academics, alumni, staff and student 
teachers, students and teachers from several local 
schools culminated to 500 excited participants 
who braved rain and shine to participate.

The 23rd International Biology Olympiad saw 236 of the world’s 
best pre-university biology students and 205 officials from 59 
countries at NIE vying for the top spots. The one-week event 
was co-chaired by Assoc Prof Shirley Lim, Head of NIE’s Natural 
Sciences and Science Education Academic Group, and Assoc 
Prof Lim Tit Meng from NUS’ Department of Biological Science. 
Singapore made a historic first with four golds while a Raffles 
Institution student was the overall top scorer.

The 13th Annual Conference of the Pacific Early Childhood 
Education Research Associate drew about 500 participants 
from 16 countries in the region, was co-organised by NIE and 
Association for Early Childhood Educators (Singapore). NIE 
hosted this three-day event, themed “Building a Community of 
Researchers: Children at the Heart of Research”, which touched 
on issues such as child development and learning, and innovative 
practices in early childhood care and education.

The eighth C J Koh Professor, Dr John Seely Brown is a visiting 
scholar and advisor to the Provost at the University of Southern 
California and the independent co-chairman for Deloitte Center 
for the Edge. He is a multi-award-winning researcher in digital 
culture, ubiquitous computing, service-oriented architectures, 
global innovation networks and learning ecologies. His talk 
centred on examining how and why people need to think 
differently about the skills and dispositions needed to thrive in 
the 21st century.
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LITERATURE’S SOJOURN

The National Institute of Education Community was treated to 
a visit by Professor Sheridan Blau, Professor of English and 
Education (Emeritus) at the University of California, Santa 
Barbara (UCSB) and the Distinguished Senior Lecturer in 

the Arts and Humanities and Coordinator of the English Education 
Programme at Teachers College, Columbia University.

Welcomed as a Visiting Professor from 5 to 18 August 2012 at the 
English Language and Literature Academic Group, he presented at 
the English Language and Literature Seminar and participated in 
the Global Learning Alliance Summit held at Hwa Chong Institution.

In addition, Prof Blau also conducted well-received workshops 
for Curriculum Planning and Development Division officers, junior 
college teachers and NIE staff and students. These were based 
on his widely influential book, The Literature Workshop: Teaching 
Texts and Their Readers (Heinemann, 2003) and participants in the 
workshops were inspired to rethink their curriculum and instructional 
practices for their literature classrooms.

By Assistant Professor Loh Chin Ee, 
English Language and Literature Academic Group

For those who haven’t heard, the NIE’s resident photographer, 
Mr William Oh (pictured, above right), is fogging up the lens of 
many in the community with his farewell project.

Looking back, William has been in NIE since 1981 with some 30 
years of the institute’s best moments captured best by him. He 
reminisces: “I feel privileged to have that opportunity to stand in the 
midst of every grand celebration or exciting time there was. Each 
time I felt this looking through the lens of my camera, I would often 
say to myself: ‘How come we don’t have a photo-book that shows 
this part of the history?’ So since 30 years ago, I realised that every 
photo must be properly archived and kept as an asset just in case.”

The now-worn shoes of this intrepid photographer has met many of 
the who’s who – think prominent country leaders, famous sportsmen, 
heads of states, Olympics, celebrities, to name a few. Though a perk, 
Williams says what gets him going is still the connection he shares 
with his subjects every time. Like the many hours he cherishes 
sharing his craft and experience with student teachers for the past 
29 years, who used to follow him back to the Photo Lab, eager to 
learn how to develop negatives and prints or chat about images for 
their projects. He recounts that this was reason enough to keep him 
exuberant about his work at NIE. But asked who inspired him most, he 
willingly admits that it was his father.

By Public, International and 
Alumni Relations
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September saw the gathering of over 30 international 
speakers specialising in various fields – such as, 
education, education research, technology, humanitarian 
efforts and the media – to focus on the topic of “Building 

a Better Teacher”. Held at the Times Centre in New York City, the 
Schools for Tomorrow Conference was organised by The New York 
Times. The agenda featured a host of activities including plenary 
sessions, keynote addresses, and more by representatives from 
across the globe.

Singapore’s representative, Associate Professor Low Ee Ling, 
Associate Dean, Programme and Student Development at NIE, 
joined five other speakers to present a plenary on the evaluation 
and measurement of a teacher’s contribution to a child’s education. 
Assoc Prof Low touched on the Holistic Teacher Evaluation, Holistic 
Teacher Growth: The Singapore Story. She elaborated on the 
structured method of appraisal, that is holistic in nature, and how it 
is customised to the role each teacher plays. This helps reporting 
officers to determine career tracks, professional development 
needs, promotion prospects, annual performance grades and the 
individual bonus quantum received.

“Back then, I loved art and did well in oil painting. My work was even 
selected for a school art exhibition in Primary 6. But my passion 
for art was so great that my studies suffered. My father, however, 
never saw this as a problem and even encouraged me to channel 
what I saw artistically in other ways. He was the one who introduced 
me to photography. He bought me my first camera and soon, I 
was learning how to tell stories with focal points, angles, lighting…
instead of brush strokes and colours. I was always showing him 
my black-and-white prints to which he proudly showed to everyone 
else! He even got his British friends to give me a lot of very good 
advice that motivated me even more,” he explains.

To William, all the old photos he keeps are likened to a treasure as he 
said, “You see, like Prime Minister Mr Lee Hsien Loong’s recent National 
Day Rally Speech, those old photos are priceless reminders! They are 
of a time that can never be recaptured; unless photographed.”

After three decades of snapping countless milestone events, 
student teacher happenings, staff activities, portraits and more, 
William hangs his final frame in the commemorative tome, titled 
“Glimpses of the Bukit Timah Campus”. The collective story of his 
past works will be available at the NIE library and National Library 
Board branches and a book that is already creating quite the buzz. 
For many who want to catch up on Singapore’s teacher training 
history in the past 30 years, this is a memorable compilation to hold.

TEACHERS ON CENTRE-STAGE
By English Language and Literature 
Academic Group

On 22 September 2012, four local poets, Mr Theophilus 
Kwek, Ms Rosemarie Somaiah, Ms Kylie Goh and Mr 
Joshua Tung came to NIE to read and talk about their 
poetry. The event was organised by the English Language 

and Literature Academic Group as the third in its Teachers and 
Writers’ series of talks.

The event afforded an all too rare opportunity to meet and talk with 
poets about their writing, as well as to experience them reading their 
own poetry. While Rosemarie is a veteran storyteller, well-known 
in pedagogical circles, Theophilus, Kylie and Joshua are young 
writers still in the process of completing their further education. 
Thus the reading offered an interesting local interplay between 
(near) innocence and experience with each poet providing personal 
insights into their imaginative and creative processes.

While Theophilus shared that his thought provoking ‘Chinese 
Workers on the Evening Train’ was drawn directly from his own MRT 

experience, Rosemarie revealed that ‘No one can beat my father’ 
drew in curious ways on the stories of her domestic helper Ritchel. 
Kylie commented on how ‘Old Houses’ juxtaposed her Malaysian 
heritage with her present Singaporean existence.

Joshua shared his love of language and the early personal impact of 
writers such as Mr Roald Dahl and Ms Carol Ann Duffy on his short 
carefully crafted poems.

The reading ended with Theophilus, Rosemarie, Kylie and Joshua 
forming a panel and giving generous responses to thoughtful 
questions from the audience, including “how do you avoid 
affectation in your poetry?” The poets also discussed literature’s role 
in language education, as well as the challenges of communication 
and reception for local writers. As one NIE student later observed, 
it was an “insightful and humbling experience to be in the midst of 
budding poets”.

FRAMES FOREVER

FOUR LOCAL POETS

Inset: Prof Sheridan Blau 
encouraged lively discussions 
at his workshops

By Public, International and 
Alumni Relations READ @NIE

Inset: The poets in a 
candid sharing session

Inset: Participants 
enjoying the interaction

This was the second annual conference organised and featured pre-
eminent thought leaders such as Mr Aneesh Chopra, former Chief 
Technology Officer for the United States and Professor Linda Darling-
Hammond from Columbia University and Charles E. Ducommun, 
Professor of Education, Stanford University in conversation. The 
Conference’s sessions are well-attended by school board members, 
principals, innovative teaching professionals, hedge fund investors, 
philanthropists, and government officials from throughout the United 
States.

Right: Assoc Prof Low 
Ee Ling discussed 
the importance of 
a holistic teacher 

evaluation system

Right: Prof Sheridan 
Blau is a well-respected 

academic in teaching 
pedagogies for 

the subject



Two National Institute of Education (NIE) academics were 
recently invited to give a keynote speech in an international 
conference on the topic of “Future-Oriented Curriculum 
Renovation for International Chinese Language Teacher: 

Perspective of “Big Language View””.

The paper was chosen because it largely presented fresh 
perspectives through an international comparison of L2 teacher 
education in four education systems in the Chinese world and three 
major English countries including United States of America, United 
Kingdom and Australia. Prepared by Dr Zhao Shouhui, Research 
Scientist from Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice (CRPP) 
and Associate Professor Aw Guat Poh, from the Asian Languages 
and Cultures Academic Group at NIE, their paper was selected for 
the Second Forum for International Teachers of Teaching Chinese as 
a Second Language held from 20 to 21 July 2012.

In it, Dr Zhao and Assoc Prof Aw argued that in an increasingly 
globalised world characterised by postmodernist sentiment, it is 
necessary to integrate the subject known as sociology of language into 
the curriculum for international teachers training so that they can be 
well-equipped to deal with the ever-changing environment of language 

21RESEARCH

The annual NIE Higher Degree Award Ceremony was 
held on 2 August 2012 for the presentation of awards of 
gold medals and book prizes to the Master’s degrees by 
coursework candidates, and certificates to the recipients 

NIE HIGHER DEGREE
By Office of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning

By Dr Zhao Shouhui, Centre for Research in 
Pedagogy and Practice

Instituted in January 2008, the Dean’s Commendation for 
Research highlights the importance of publicising on-going or 
newly completed student research to a wider audience beyond 
NIE and Singapore. It also serves to develop NIE’s graduate 
students with the professional researchers’ mindset in sharing 
their findings with the research community at large.

Students are recognised for having excelled in their research 
by publishing papers in peer-reviewed international journals 
or international refereed book chapters. The commendation 
is also a way of helping graduate students build up a strong 
CV and portfolio of works when they graduate. A total of 19 
commendation certificates were presented, with four graduate 
students receiving more than two certificates each.

Dean’s Commendation for Research

In a multicultural society like Singapore, the linguistic capital 
contributes to second language acquisition in a significant way. 
Spurred on by the recent discussions about the intergenerational 
shift of family language in the Chinese community in Singapore, 

a half-day seminar on “Familial and Societal Factors in L2 
Acquisition: Linguistic Capital Revisit” was organised by CRPP on 
16 September 2012.

Five presenters spoke at the seminar:
• Professor Liu Yongbing, Dean of School of Foreign Studies, 

Northeast Normal University, China, talked about foreign 
language education and research in China from the view of 
cultural capital;

• Assistant Professor Wang Hui, Department of Chinese Studies, 
NUS and Dr Goh Hock Huan, Assistant Dean for Research, 
Singapore Centre for Chinese Language, NTU reported their 
corpus-driven findings on the correlation between language 
background and vocabulary size/language proficiency;

• Dr Zhao Shouhui, Research Scientist, CRPP and Associate 
Professor Aw Guat Poh, Asian Languages and Cultures 
Academic Group demonstrated how a new model of 
knowledge structure can be beneficial for L2 teachers from 
the perspective of what they termed the ‘Big Language View’.

The seminar was received with overwhelming enthusiasm from 
audiences coming from MOE, NIE, NTU, other institutions and 
organisations such as Spring College International and Cengage 
Learning Asia.

By Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice

CRPP SEMINAR

RESEARCH20

spread. According to their long advocated Big Language Cycle, the 
treatment of all seemingly unacceptable language phenomenon that 
have emerged in language class should take into consideration factors 
from linguistics, pedagogy and sociology of language.

The speech was well-received by over 100 participants from 
around the world. The conference was widely covered by numerous 
Chinese media such as the People’s Daily, China Radio International 
and China Education Daily.

GLOBAL CHINESE

ON L2 ACQUISITION

Inset: Dean’s Commendation for Research 
recipients with Guest-of-Honour

Inset: Gold medal and Book Prize 
recipients with Guest-of-Honour

AWARDS CEREMONY 2012
of the Dean’s Commendation for Research, respectively presented by 
Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director and Prof Paul Teng, Dean, Graduate 
Studies and Professional Learning. Donors, Heads of Academic 
Groups, NIE faculty members, as well as family members of the award 
recipients witnessed the simple but significant event.
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STU Gold Medal

Educational Management
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Instructional Design and 
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Name of Recipients

Mr Ang Hak Seng

Mr Chew Khean-En,
Alistair Martyn

Mr Deng Feng

Ms Lee Wan Yen

Mr Lok Khoi Seng

Mr Li Chunxiao

Mr Imam Solekhudin

Ms Marissa Gagarin Gabona

Ms Ren Li

Mr Usman IIyas

Ms Wen Yun

Ms Yong Fui Fong

Ms G Sundari Pramathevan

AG

PhD

PLS

PLS

LST

NSSE

NSSE

PESS

MME

NSSE

ELL

NSSE

LST

NSSE

Inside Master’s (by Coursework 
and Dissertation)

ECSE

Supervisor/Co-Supervisor

A/P Ng Pak Tee

A/P Tan Eng Thye Jason

A/P Chai Ching Sing

Asst/P Lee Peng Foo Peter
A/P Yan Yaw Kai

Asst/P Lee Peng Foo Peter

Prof Wang Chee Keng John

A/P Ang Keng Cheng

A/P Tan Tuck Lee Augustine

A/P Hu Guangwei

A/P Rajdeep Singh Rawat

Asst/P Chen Wenli
Prof Looi Chee Kit

Asst/P Teo Yong Chua
A/P Yan Yaw Kai

Asst/Prof Rhoda
Myra Garces Bacsal
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Schooling, teaching and learning in Asia are undergoing 
major changes as a consequence of wider economic, 
social, cultural and political movements. In spite of such 
broad differences across countries in Asia, education 

research on the region is of increasing interest to researchers, 
practitioners, policymakers, and governments worldwide. Thus the 
seeds for the Routledge Critical Studies in Asian Education book 
series were sown.

Edited by Professors S. Gopinathan and David Hogan, the series 
aims to establish a strong platform for the critical discussion of 
educational practices and pedagogies in Asia.

Discussions with Routledge began in earnest in late 2008, and 
by January 2009, the first proposal was received. After over three 
years of careful deliberation and selection, with strong support from 
Managing Editors Associate Professor Phyllis Chew and Assistant 
Professor Viniti Vaish, who are both from NIE’s English Language 
and Literature Academic Group, the first book in the series has 
finally been published.

Entitled “Primary School English-Language Education in Asia: From 
Policy to Practice”, the volume is edited by Professor Emeritus 

ROUTLEDGE CRITICAL STUDIES
By Office of Education Research

The Humanities and Social Studies Education (HSSE) 
Academic Group is proud to announce the launch of an 
online journal for humanities educators – HSSE Online (www.
hsseonline.edu.sg). Published twice a year, the overarching 

purpose of the journal is to energise, inform and improve teaching 
practice in Humanities and Social Studies education, and to provide 
a venue to share useful ideas, research and resources.

How readers can participate:
• Contribute research and practice-based articles and 

teaching resources.
• Participate in forums to discuss issues central to Humanities and 

Social Studies education.
• Comment on published articles to share personal views, questions 

and other resources.
• Participate in polls about topics of interest, new trends, and 

important issues.

The first issue of the journal presents seven exciting and thought-
provoking articles written by prominent and experienced scholars 
and educators from Singapore, the United States, and the United 
Kingdom. These articles by Professor Walter Parker, Professor 
Emeritus Janet Alleman, Associate Professor Avner Segall, Dr 
Clare Brooks and Mr Yuen Kah Mun are largely based on their 
presentations and workshops conducted during the Humanities 
Educators Conference held in Singapore on 30 to 31 May 2012. They 
have addressed areas of special interests to Singapore humanities 
educators, including inquiry learning, assessment, fieldwork, and 
critical thinking. There is also a special section featuring the work of 
two established NIE historians, Associate Professor Kevin Blackburn 
and Associate Professor Ang Cheng Guan. This will be particularly 

ONLINE JOURNAL LAUNCH 
By Dr Sim Yong Huei,
Humanities and Social Studies Education Academic Group

SEMINAR ON
CLASSROOM ORCHESTRATION
By Professor Looi Chee Kit, Centre for Scalability, Translation 
and Commercialisation, Office of Education Research

Professor Pierre Dillenbourg from the Swiss Federal Institute 
of Technology in Lausanne (EPFL) gave a STaC seminar 
on “Modeling Orchestration: Classroom as a Distributed 
Cognitive System” on 17 October 2012. He expounded and 

elaborated on the concept of ‘orchestrating learning’ as a metaphor 
and a beacon to draw attention to a host of issues that concerns the 
robustness, adoptability, and adaptability of a classroom innovation, 
and how teachers uptake or fail to uptake the innovation. These are 
the kinds of issues that affect the sustainability and scaling up of an 
educational innovation at the classroom level.

Orchestration provides a lens and framing of the real-time management 
and transition of multi-layered activities (such as individual work, group 
work or class level discussions), and multiple constraints in the classroom. 
Some constraints influence and shape how a teacher would adopt and 
enact an innovation, such as time and space constraints, workflows 
between digital and non-digital media, disciplinary problems, and the 
energy level of the teacher, which are factors not often considered in 
learning sciences.

Thus, classroom orchestration foregrounds the teacher’s perspective to 
enact and manage the multiple constraints that they face in real classroom 
settings. By analysing the classroom as a distributed cognitive system, 
design for orchestration would embrace tools, materials (both digital 

LSL’S RESEARCH ON

ON THE MAP FOR INNOVATIVE PEDAGOGY
By Dr Wong Lung Hsiang,
Learning Sciences Lab

The mobile learning research team from the Learning 
Sciences Lab (LSL) has once again put NIE on the map for 
its cutting-edge study on seamless learning.

In the recent “Innovating Pedagogy 2012” Report published by the 
Open University, UK, the approach of seamless learning has been 
identified as one of the ten global innovations that have the potential 
to enable major shifts in educational practices due to its affordance 
to facilitate the continuity of learning across settings, technologies 
and activities. Touted as a pedagogical approach with “medium-
high” impact, it has an expected timescale of “two to five years” to 
widespread implementation.
 
LSL’s three-year SEAMLESS learning project spearheaded by 
Professor Looi Chee Kit, who heads the Centre for Scalability, 
Translation and Commercialisation at NIE, is featured as one of 
the exemplars that leveraged on the above approach. The project 
centred around the use of mobile devices as learning hubs to 
facilitate primary school students’ learning across physical, 
temporal and social settings. The students are able to integrate, 
store, retrieve and build on their learning tools from a single place 
anytime and anywhere.

Bernard Spolsky and Professor Young-in Moon. In Asia, English 
is no longer a foreign language but a key resource for education, 
government, business and the general public. The chapters in this 
book describe and analyse how countries in the region are seeking 
ways to improve the quality of English teaching at the primary level.

IN ASIAN EDUCATION

relevant to history teachers as the first article addresses the use of 
oral history while the other analyses the communist’s perspective of 
the Vietnam War.

The journal’s editors invite you to make use of the ideas and resources 
hosted and contribute your own to the journal. Manuscripts should 
be submitted to the editors: Associate Professor Mark Baildon (mark.
baildon@nie.edu.sg) and Assistant Professor Ho Li-Ching (liching.
ho@nie.edu.sg). 

Details about the submission requirements and review process are 
provided online. 

Inset: Professor Dillenbourg with 
Professor Looi and Wen Yun

Below: The 
co-researchers, Prof 

Looi Chee Kit and 
Dr Wong Lung Hsiang

Right: The 
first book in 

the Routledge 
Critical Studies 

in Asian 
Education 

book series 
was published 

in July 2012

The longitudinal research has not only resulted in design frameworks to 
inform practice, it has also led to the devise of a ten-dimensional model 
on mobile seamless learning. Jointly proposed by Dr Wong Lung 
Hsiang and Prof Looi Chee Kit, this notable modelling effort is also cited 
in the report as a key resource for educators and policymakers.

and non-digital, including paper) and processes that help reduce the 
cognitive load of the teacher and support the monitoring of the students’ 
progress and understanding. Professor Dillenbourg presented several 
orchestration environments that have been tested in elementary schools, 
for vocational education and in university.

SEAMLESS LEARNING PUTS NIE



LEADERS IN EDUCATION
Graduating this year in July has 

been a milestone for me. The 
Postgraduate Diploma (Education) 
course in NIE has been a really 

enriching experience. The list of modules 
and learning experiences were engaging 
and comprehensive that provided me 
with the knowledge and skills required 
of a 21st century teacher. Apart from 
engaging modules, I feel that NIE was also 
a place which I interacted with like-minded 
individuals and such allowed synergism of 
ideas and teaching methods which could be 
implemented in the classroom.

Before NIE, I believed that teaching is about 
imparting knowledge to my students but 
from the educational psychology module, I 
have learnt a great deal about how people 
learn and behave, and this really changed 
the way I viewed teaching and learning 
drastically. Now, I believe that understanding 
the learner is as, and even more, important 
because it allows teaching methods to be 
crafted and employed that are effective for 
different students.

Now finally in the profession full-time, I must 
say that teaching students of this generation 
is particularly rewarding. Everyday seems to 
be a learning experience for me. Students 
in this generation are well-informed of issues 
and knowledge as they are technologically-
advanced and know where to find the latest 

By Mr Jonathan Yew, NIE AlumnusYew

information online. With this, I certainly 
enjoy the two-way process that teaching 
and learning now brings – communication 
goes both ways. Knowing that my students 
are well read and are eager to share what 
they know also inspires me to want to share 
whatever knowledge I have as well.

I am currently the CIP/ Service Learning 
coordinator of my school. In that, I am 
working to promote the spirit of service to 
the community. I am really build character in 
our students and it is most meaningfully built 
through service learning.

For me it was between medicine and 
teaching. I was shortlisted for a medical 
school interview after the release of the 
A-Level results then but eventually I 
decided to teach. Though being a doctor 
will enable me to save and heal lives; 
teaching, will enable me to impact, reform 
and empower lives. I am tasked to teach 
life, character and values which will then be 
guiding principles for my students for life. 
This, I feel, is something more rewarding. 
There was this workshop which I attended 
recently. The speaker really put what I feel 
about teaching beautifully, “As a doctor, 
you will heal your patients but not change 
characters. However, as a teacher you have 
the power to change characters and mould 
the future”. (Jonathan is pictured above and 
second from left)

FINDING MY VOICE
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 PROGRAMME GRADUATION DINNER
Above: The participants of this year’s LEP strike a celebratory pose for 
their graduation

By Public, International and 
Alumni Relations

One of the key roles of NIE is the preparation of school 
leaders. The Leaders in Education Programme (LEP) is 
one such milestone programme, run annually for talented 
senior educators selected by the Ministry of Education 

(MOE), Singapore for school leadership preparation. The six-month 
full-time executive programme serves to expose these educators to 
various experiences that would hone their leadership skills, provoke 
their thinking and generate ideas for innovation, to meet the needs 
of an ever-changing education landscape.

This year, a total of 24 Vice Principals and five senior educators, 
including two from Brunei, graduated from the LEP. They received 
their certificates during the LEP Graduation Dinner held on 10 
October 2012 from the Guest-of-Honour, Mr Heng Swee Keat, 
Minister for Education. Three outstanding participants also received 
their awards from Minister, amongst them, Mr Chen Fook Pang, this 
year’s best all-round LEP graduand and Valedictorian.

In his address to the graduands, Minister reminded the cohort of 
the important role they play as “the quality of school leadership 
highly influences the quality of education and the progress of the 
education system”. He congratulated them on achieving a milestone 
in their school leadership journey and welcomed their contribution to 
the education system with the new knowledge and insights gained 
through the LEP.

Below: This year’s Valedictorian and recipient 
of the Lee Kuan Yew Award, Mr Chen Fook 

Pang, Remington with Guest-of-Honour, 
Mr Heng Swee Keat, Ministry for Education

I am tasked 
to teach life, 
character and 
values which will 
then be guiding 
principles for my 
students for life. 
This, I feel,
is something 
more rewarding.

“

”



NIE CONGRATULATES...

By Ms Merele Angela Sargento Nagrampa, Culiat Elementary 
School, The Philippines

From 25 to 27 May 2012, a teachers’ training workshop titled, 
“Policy, Governance and Capacity Building (PGCB)” was 
conducted in Ateneo De Manila University, Philippines. 
The workshop was organised by the National Institute of 

Education (NIE), Singapore, Ateneo De Manila University, The 
Philippines and Temasek Foundation to improve Filipino teachers’ 
classroom teaching and pedagogy.

The pedagogical approaches in teaching that was taught to us 
teachers were of great help in delivering the lessons, especially for 
Science. The teaching methods discussed in the training also gave 
teachers an opportunity to develop and improve their potential and be 
more confident and competent teachers.

We’d like to express our appreciation to Associate Professor 
Philip Wong from NIE, Singapore for his ardent desire, initiative, 
determination and persistence in helping the teachers in the 
Philippines improve their teaching skills and knowledge. We would 
also like to thank Mrs Carmelita C. Oracion, Programme Director, 
PGCB, Philippines for collaborating with NIE to make this event 
possible. We, the teachers in The Philippines, are most grateful and 

TEACHERS TRAINING WORKSHOP

Nine NIE alumni recently won the Inspiring Teacher of English Award 
2012 organised by The Straits Times and the Speak Good English 
Movement. The award recognises teachers who take a creative 
approach to improve students’ English.

Ms Rosvinder Kuar ..................................................................................
Ms Jacqueline Yeo .............................................................................
Ms Fong Wee Miang ..........................................................................
Ms Charissa Chan ........................................................................
Ms Ignatia Wong Thin Wing .................................................................
Mr Jared Quek Jian Zhi ......................................................................
Ms Chia Hui Ping ............................................................................
Ms Solastri Bte Suyot ........................................................................
Mr Muhammad Ahmad .................................................................

Eunos Primary School
Nanyang Primary School
St Hilda’s Primary School

St Margaret’s Primary School
Yu Neng Primary School

Fuhua Secondary School
Nanyang Girls’ High School

Tanglin Secondary School
Tanjong Katong Girls’ School

Recipients of the
Inspiring Teacher of English Award 2012

Recipients (NIE Alumni) of the 
Nanyang Outstanding Young Alumni Award

Mdm Dianaros AB Majid ................................................................................
Ms Tan I-Lian Tracy .....................................................................................

Haig Girls’ School
On Overseas Study

Right: Ms Mari 
Jayne M. Mendaro, 
Ms Merle Angele S. 

Nagrampa and 
Ms Lou Sabrina 

S. Ongkiko, 
participants of 
the workshop

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

ALUMNI 27NIE NEWS : DECEMBER 201226

By Mr Gideon Tan, NIE Alumnus

Being a self-taught electric guitarist with a largely informal 
musical background, my perceptions towards Music was 
one that was laboured with inhibitions. I felt that perhaps 
Rock Music was considered “inferior” to Western Classical 

Music – even though I was a highly passionate rock guitarist. These 
inhibitions manifested itself in doubt and nervousness a day before 
the auditions, as I even prepared a backup Grade four piano piece 
in case they did not accept electric guitarists.

But if I had to choose one particular moment that has left the strongest 
impression for me, it’ll have to be the moment I met Dr Eugene I. 
Dairianathan from the Visual and Performing Arts (VPA) Academic 
Group and Dr Kelly Tang (who was formerly from VPA) when I 
auditioned to be in the Music Programme at NIE. During the auditions, 
they listened and accepted my rendition of Metallica’s “Nothing Else 
Matters” and enrolled me into the Music Department for who I am – a 
Rock Guitarist. This moment changed my own perceptions towards 
music and education that helped to shape my own approach and 
philosophy towards Music education as a teacher.

Their acceptance of my musical identity taught me to perceive and 
to strive for Music education that is “non-exclusive” and “inclusive”. 
Legitimising and recognising every child’s interest and musical 

inclinations in the classroom. Having first-hand experience of how 
this philosophy can benefit a child, I strive to pass on this perception 
of “mutual respect” in music to all of my students.

Being influenced by Rock and Blues music, my teaching style could 
be akin to that of a Blues Band, where there is room for direction 
and structure, as well as expressiveness and improvisation. I do not 
shy away from developing the lessons based on the students’ own 
varied responses, to meet the end aim of the lesson. I feel, that the 
ability to demonstrate though music and to improvise the lessons 
in response to the students’ unique queries, will go a long way in 
creating a meaningful musical experience for them in class.

To a very large extent, the relationship between teacher and student 
is perhaps a parallel to that of a rock band. All of its members must 
be committed with the same vested interest and end goal in mind in 
order to be in “harmony” with each other and produce good music.

Throughout my student journey, I was fortunate to have met several 
people who I attribute to having a great impact and influence on 
my growth as a maturing adult and as a Music teacher. With these 
people, mostly educators, I’ve shared many memorable moments 
and life lessons that will undoubtedly stay with me as I begin my 
journey as a beginning teacher.

appreciative for the chance to attend the Teacher Training Workshop. 
The workshop increased our knowledge and awareness of the 
current trends in teaching, and helped us to become more effective 
and efficient teachers. 

The workshop has awakened and refreshed us for the teaching 
journey ahead, for we believe that education is a continuous lifelong 
learning process. For more information, visit www.nie.edu.sg

COMPOSING MY SONG

There’s no 
winging it…The 
most important 
aspect to being 
a musician and 
music teacher 
is translating 
the passion for 
music and life. 
My students 
can’t be fooled; 
they recognise 
passion and react 
to a very sincere 
enthusiasm and 
love for the art.

“

”

By Public, International and 
Alumni Relations

Separately, two other NIE alumni won the Nanyang Outstanding 
Young Alumni Award for their achievements in education. The 
award is part of the Nanyang Alumni Awards organised by Nanyang 
Technological University.

Event Date Venue Contact

Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony 
(January) 2013

Building Education Bridges: United Kingdom 
- Closing Dinner

NIE Annual Staff Lunch and NIE Staff Awards

Management and Leadership in Schools 
(MLS) Graduation (July 2012 Intake)

5th Redesigning Pedagogy Conference
Website: www.conference.nie.edu.sg/2013/

28 Jan 2013

31 Jan 2013

16 Feb 2013

26 Feb 2013

3 - 5 Jun 2013

NTU Nanyang Auditorium

Carlton Hotel

Orchard Hotel

NIE, Singapore

Orchard Hotel

Mrs Mak Lek Cher
Email lekcher.mak@nie.edu.sg

Ms Teo Li Chien
Email jichien.teo@nie.edu.sg

Ms Tan Ke Ying Tiffany 
Email keying.tan@nie.edu.sg

Ms Teo Li Chien
Email jichien.teo@nie.edu.sg

Ms Tan Ke Ying Tiffany,
Assistant Head, HRD
Email keying.tan@nie.edu.sg




