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T h i s i s s u e  f e a t u r e s  e i g h t a b s t r a c t s o f s t u d i e s i n Guidance and
C o u n s e l l i n g and ano the r e i g h t based on r e s e a r c h i n t h e Teaching o f
S o c i a l S tud ies . I n a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s a b roadshee t e n t i t l e d SAYS
RESEARCH which p r e s e n t s i n s n i p p e t  f o r m  key f i n d i n g s f r o m r e s e a r c h
s t u d i e s  n o t  a b s t r a c t e d here. Whi le these " s n i p p e t s " a r e meant t o be
t h o u g h t- p r o v o k i n g and i n t e r e s t i n g , t h e y shou ld n o t be g e n e r a l i s e d
beyond t h e s p e c i f i c c o n t e x t s i n which t h e o r i g i n a l s t u d i e s were c a r r i e d
o u t .

GUIDANCE AND

A  t e a c h e r  has many r o l e s t o p l a y a t schoo l and one o f t h e  r o l e s  i s t h a t
o f gu idance c o u n s e l l o r . The a b s t r a c t s i n t h i s s e c t i o n p r e s e n t  r e s e a r c h  
f i n d i n g s t h a t a r e r e l e v a n t t o t h i s r o l e . They h i g h l i g h t v a r i o u s p u p i l
needs t h a t r e q u i r e t h e a t t e n t i o n of t h e teacher , and t h e e f f e c t i v e n e s s
o f v a r i o u s gu idance and c o u n s e l l i n g methods i n meet ing . these needs.

I n " P u p i l S e l f - c o n c e p t  B e f o r e  and A f t e r t h e PSLE" by Kho Teng Cheng,
t h e a b s t r a c t suggests a need f o r t e a c h e r s t o h e l p young p u p i l s cope w i t h
e x a m i n a t i o n  p r e s s u r e  as p a r t and p a r c e l o f schoo l l i f e . Ng
" P a r e n t a l I n f l u e n c e s on P u p i l s ' Achievement and M o t i v a t i o n " , on t h e
o t h e r hand, h i g h l i g h t s p a r e n t a l concern f o r and i n t e r e s t i n t h e i r
c h i l d r e n ' s schoo lwork and l e a r n i n g as a f a c t o r t h a t i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h
h i g h e r p u p i l m o t i v a t i o n and achievement.

The a b s t r a c t e n t i t l e d "Career P e r c e p t i o n s o f Secondary Four P u p i l s i n
S ingapore" focusses on t h e v a r i o u s e d u c a t i o n a l a s p i r a t i o n s and
r e l a t e d needs o f p r o s p e c t i v e school l e a v e r s . Toge the r w i t h t h e
companion s tudy " P r e - U n i v e r s i t y S t u d e n t s ' Views o f Teach ing as a
C a r e e r " by Soh Kay Cheng and h i s c o l l e a g u e s , t h i s a b s t r a c t undersco res
a s p e c i f i c need f o r e d u c a t i o n a l and v o c a t i o n a l gu idance o f young people,
w i t h , perhaps, a s p e c i a l emphasis on e d u c a t i n g them t o be i n t e r e s t e d i n
t h e t e a c h i n g  p r o f e s s i o n .  

The. concerns o f teachers o v e r c lass room d i s c i p l i n e prob lems a r e
r e f l e c t e d i n t h e  a b s t r a c t  e n t i t l e d " D i s c i p l i n e i n Singapore Schools" .
Severa l recommendations t o overcome t h e s e prob lems a r e a l s o made.

C o u n s e l l i n g can a l s o be an e f f e c t i v e method i n d e a l i n g w i t h  d i s c i p l i n e  
and o t h e r  l e a r n i n g  r e l a t e d problems. Cobb and R i c h a r d ' s " C o u n s e l l i n g
He lps Decrease C h i l d r e n ' s Behav iou r Problems" shows how i t i s e f f e c t i v e
i n r e d u c i n g ' d i s r u p t i v e behav iou r o f d i f f i c u l t c h i l d r e n .

Wooster and Carson demonst ra te how a group o f  d i s r u p t i v e  
c h i l d r e n were he lped  by  a c o u n s e l l i n g i n " Improv ing Reading
and S e l f - c o n c e p t Through Communication and S o c i a l S k i l l s T r a i n i n g " .

b u t n o t  l e a s t ,  G e r l e r and a s s o c i a t e s show i n t h e i r s t u d y e n t i t l e d
"The E f f e c t s o f C o u n s e l l i n g on Classroom Per formance" t h a t under-
a c h i e v i n g p u p i l s , who r e c e i v e d c o u n s e l l i n g , e x p e r i e n c e d academic success
i n s u b j e c t s l i k e Mathemat ics and Language A r t s .



There fo re , taken as whole, these e i g h t a b s t r a c t s p r e s e n t
w i t h a  s t r o n g  case f o r d p p l y i n g c o u n s e l l i n g methods and t o d e v i s e
gu idance t o meet v a r i o u s p u p i l needs, f o r t h e o f
p r o m o t i n g e f f e c t i v e p u p i l l e a r n i n g and i n our
schoo ls .

THE T E A C H I N G OF SOCIAL STUDIES

The a b s t r a c t s i n t h i s s e c t i o n dea l w i t h a v a r i e t y o f approaches t h a t can
be used t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f S o c i a l S tud ies , H i s t o r y and Geography. A l l e n
and van S i c k l e ' s "Does Team L e a r n i n g He lp S e l f - c o n c e p t " suggests t h a t
t e a c h e r s can adopt a team l e a r n i n g approach t o h e l p s t u d e n t s master
c o n t e n t and s k i l l s i n S o c i a l S t u d i e s . P u p i l achievement i n S o c i a l
S t u d i e s w i l l a l s o improve i f t e a c h e r s e x p l a i n concepts c l e a r l y t o
p u p i l s . "Am I Doing The R i g h t Th ing I n My S o c i a l S t u d i e s
Classroom?" recommends an e f f e c t i v e approach which t e a c h e r s can use.

The H i s t o r y s e c t i o n covers two ma jo r areas i n t h e t e a c h i n g o f t h e
s u b j e c t . Huang Chai Lean 's "How R e c e p t i v e Are Teachers To The New Lower
Secondary H i s t o r y C u r r i c u l u m ?" examines t h e imp lementa t ion o f a
new c u r r i c u l u m i n Singapore. I t t r i e s t o de te rm ine i f t h e r e i s a match
between t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  d e v e l o p e r s '  p e r c e p t i o n s  and t e a c h e r s '  p e r c e p t i o n s  
o f t h e in tended Lower Secondary H i s t o r y W i l s o n ' s "Slow
L e a r n e r s ' Views O f H i s t o r y " d i s c u s s e s t h e impor tance o f making H i s t o r y
mean ing fu l t o p u p i l s . I t suggests t h a t t e a c h e r s use a u d i o- v i s u a l a i d s
and conduct f i e l d t r i p s t o make t h e s u b j e c t more i n t e r e s t i n g .

F a l k and B a l l i n g ' s "The Impact o f F i e l d T r i p s " a l s o s t r e s s e s t h e
impor tance o f f i e l d t r i p s i n t h e t e a c h i n g o f Geography. Gerber and
W i l s o n ' s "Mapping Young P u p i l s " recommends t h a t t e a c h e r s i n t r o d u c e
mapping s k i l l s by b r i n g i n g t h e i r p u p i l s t o t h e school ground t o p r a c t i s e
o r i e n t e e r i n g . L a t e r p u p i l s can be exposed t o a b s t r a c t r e f e r e n c e systems
l i k e l o n g i t u d e s .

A p a r t f rom h e l p i n g p u p i l s  p r a c t i s e  mapping s k i l l s , Geography t e a c h e r s
can a l s o gu ide p u p i l s t o a p p l y t h e i r knowledge. R u s s e l l and
C h i a p p e t t a ' s "The Problem S o l v i n g Approach Improves P u p i l Achievement"
shows how teachers can use a p r o b l e m- s o l v i n g approach i n t h e i r teach ing .
L i n d a Wee's "The E f f e c t s O f H igher Order Ques t ions On Geography
Achievement" a l s o suqgests t h a t  p u p i l  achievement w i l l improve i f
t e a c h e r s g i v e them more p r a c t i c e i n answer ing h i g h e r  o r d e r  ques t ions .

ENDNOTE

The 16 s t u d i e s have been s e l e c t e d f o r t o i ssues
i m p o r t a n t t o you as teachers . We hope you w i l l f i n d a b s t r a c t s
u s e f u l . A l l t h e o r i g i n a l r e p o r t s a r e a v a i l a b l e a t t h e I E L i b r a r y , and
you a r e encouraged t o c o n s u l t them f o r more d e t a i l s about any o f t h e
s t u d i e s a b s t r a c t e d here.
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The effects of counselling on
classroom performance

by R. JR and OTHERS

A b s t r a c t b y Vi lma

T h i s research a r t i c l e i s based on a s tudy o f how c o u n s e l l i n g s e r v i c e s
migh t improve t h e academic performance o f underach iev ing c h i l d r e n .

WHAT D I D THIS STUDY INVOLVE?

Begun i n 1982 i n N o r t h C a r o l i n a e lementary  schools ,  65 c h i l d r e n i n
Grades 3 and 4 ( e q u i v a l e n t t o Pr imary 3 and 4 i n Singapore) were
chosen t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h i s study. 41 c h i l d r e n were randomly
s e l e c t e d t o f o r m t h e exper imenta l group f o r which i n d i v i d u a l and group
c o u n s e l l i n g were made a v a i l a b l e t o improve t h e  s t u d e n t s '  achievement.

The remain ing 24 c h i l d r e n made up the c o n t r o l group which d i d n o t
r e c e i v e s p e c i a l i z e d h e l p f rom a c o u n s e l l o r . At t h e end o f t h i s s tudy,
t h e two groups were compared t o see i f t h e r e was a change i n c lassroom
behav iour w i t h i n each group.

HOW WAS THIS CHANGE I N CLASSROOM BEHAVIOUR MEASURED?

The c h i l d r e n i n b o t h groups were t o assess t h e i r own c lassroom
behav iour u s i n g a s e l f - r a t i n g s c a l e b e f o r e and a f t e r t h e study.
Teachers, too, were t o  r a t e  c h i l d r e n ' s c lassroom behav iour  on a r a t i n g
sca le ; and c h i l d r e n ' s grades i n Mathematics and Language A r t s were t o
be compared b e f o r e and a f t e r t h e study.

THE TREATMENT PLAN

F o r weeks, c o u n s e l l o r s used i n d i v i d u a l and group i n t e r v e n t i o n s
t a i l o r e d t o i n d i v i d u a l p u p i l needs t o improve t h e p u p i l s ' achievement
i n t h e exper imenta l group. These i n d i v i d u a l and smal l- group sess ions
focused on improv ing  s tudy  s k i l l s and school a t t i t u d e , as w e l l as
i n c r e a s i n g sel f- esteem.

WHAT WERE SOME OF THE METHODS USED?

P u p i l s who showed p o s i t i v e behav iours l i k e t u r n i n g i n work on t i m e
and p a y i n g a t t e n t i o n i n c l a s s were g i v e n a p p r o p r i a t e rewards t o
r e i n f o r c e t h e i r good behaviour.

Group and i n d i v i d u a l sess ions encouraged p u p i l s t o express t h e i r
f e e l i n g s about themselves and about t h e i r schoolwork.



Through games, t h e c h i l d r e n lea rned t o use t h e i r senses and v i s u a l
imagery t o h e l p them l e a r n and remember m a t e r i a l i n school s u b j e c t s

Study s k i l l s sess ions i n c l u d e d word games and e x e r c i s e s i n which
c h i l d r e n lea rned new words and p r a c t i s e d u s i n g t h e d i c t i o n a r y .

Group sess inns he lped c h i l d r e n  p r a c t i s e  the g i v e and t a k e of group
d i s c u s s i o n .

P e e r - h e l p i n g sess ions showed t h e c h i l d r e n t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s of
l e a r n i n g f r o m one another .

WHAT WERE THE RESULTS?

Underach iev ing p u p i l s who r e c e i v e d c o u n s e l l i n g gave themselves a
h i g h e r sco re on t h e s e l f - r a t i n g s c a l e a f t e r t h e study. They a l s o
improved i n t h e i r Mathemat ics and Language A r t s grades. P u p i l s who
d i d n o t r e c e i v e s p e c i a l i z e d  h e l p  d i d n o t change s i g n i f i c a n t l y i n t h e i r
c lass room behav iour .

WHAT THESE RESULTS MEAN?

Slower l e a r n e r s do need s p e c i a l i z e d help.

o r s p e c i a l i z e d h e l p enables c h i l d r e n t o t h i n k more
p o s i t i v e l y about themselves.

I n d i v i d u a l i z e d h e l p promotes academic success i n b a s i c s u b j e c t s
l i k e Mathemat ics and Language A r t s .

I t i s i n s u f f i c i e n t t o j u s t teach c o n t e n t w i t h o u t e q u i p p i n g p u p i l s
w i t h t h e s k i l l s t o l e a r n , remember and a p p l y t h e i r knowledge.

T h i s  a b s t r a c t  i s based on t h e a r t i c l e e n t i t l e d "The E f f e c t s of
on Performance" by E.R. G e r l e r , Jr., J.

and R.F. Anderson, Educa t ion and Development, June
1985, 155-165.



Counselling helps decrease , .
.

children's behaviour problems
by H.C. and H.C. RICHARDS

A b s t r a c t by P e t e r Khor Yeou

BEFORE COUNSELLING AFTER COUNSELLING

NO. O F BEHAVIOUR
PROBLEMS

NO. OF
PROBLEMS

WHAT WAS THE STUDY ABOUT?

The s tudy was conducted t o f i n d o u t i f a programme based on a
c o u n s e l l i n g approach was e f f e c t i v e i n r e d u c i n g t h e number o f behav iou r
problems o f a group o f d i f f i c u l t c h i l d r e n .

HOW WAS THE STUDY DONE?

N i n e t y 4 t h and 5 t h graders ( e q u i v a l e n t t o Pr imary 4 and p u p i l s
i n Singapore) f r o m f o u r d i f f e r e n t c l a s s e s o f an e lementa ry school i n
t h e US t o o k p a r t i n t h e study. These c h i l d r e n were a l l i d e n t i f i e d
b y t h e i r teachers , u s i n g t h e Behav iour Problem C h e c k l i s t , as
d i s r u p t i v e , had p e r s o n a l i t y problems and showed behav iou rs  sugges t ing  
i m m a t u r i t y and inadequacy.

c l a s s e s were randomly ass igned t o Group 1 who f i r s t underwent t h e
8-week c o u n s e l l i n g programme. When t h i s was completed, Group 2 ( t h e
r e m a i n i n g  c l a s s e s )  began t h e c o u n s e l l i n g programme. A t  t h e  end o f
each, t h e Behaviour Problem C h e c k l i s t was used aga in t o measure t h e
number o f prob lem behaviours. By t h i s arrangement, t h e researchers
c o u l d see i f any r e s u l t s t h a t o c c u r r e d were due t o t h e t r e a t m e n t
programme alone.

Also, a sub-group o f c h i l d r e n f r o m Groups 1 and 2 who had severe
prob lem behav iours and who needed more i n t e n s i v e h e l p were i d e n t i f i e d
t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n f u r t h e r sma l l g r o u p ' c o u n s e l l i n g sessions.



WHAT COUNSELLING METHODS WERE U S E D ?

Conducted by t h e School C o u n s e l l o r.

1. Classroom guidance s e s s i o n s aimed a t i n c r e a s i n g se l f - awareness
and u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f o t h e r s . A c t i v i t i e s i n c l u d e d :

va lues c l a r i f i c a t i o n
goa l s e t t i n g as a means of se l f- improvement
i d e n t i f y i n g p e r s o n a l s t r e n g t h s and s h a r i n g w i t h o t h e r s
how t o i n c r e a s e p o s i t i v e s e l f - f e e l i n g s

2. Smal l group c o u n s e l l i n g sess ions aimed a t h e l p i n g t h e
c h i l d r e n who had severe prob lem behav iou rs s e l e c t e d d e s i r a b l e
behav iou rs as t h e i r goa ls . A c t i v i t i e s i n c l u d e d :

g i v i n g rewards f o r a t t a i n e d goa ls
r o l e p l a y i n g and p r a c t i s i n g s k i l l s t h a t deve lop good
schoo l work h a b i t s
how t o d e a l w i t h c o n f l i c t s

A c t i v i t i e s t h a t e s s e n t i a l l y aimed a t enhanc ing t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  
s e l f - concept.

WHAT WERE THE RESULTS?

I t worked! F o r a l l 90 c h i l d r e n , t h e i r behav iou r  p rob lem scores  on t h e
Behav iou r Prob lem C h e c k l i s t d e c l i n e d marked ly a t  t h e  end o f t h e
c o u n s e l l i n g programme. Moreover, t h e most obv ious decreases o c c u r r e d
f o r each group f o l l o w i n g i n t e r v e n t i o n , and s t a t i s t i c a l a n a l y s i s showed
t h a t improvement i n behav iou r o c c u r r e d a f t e r , and o n l y  a f t e r ,  t h e
c o u n s e l l i n g programme was i n s t i t u t e d .

WHAT WERE SOME OF THE IMPLICATIONS?

Some s e r i o u s though t  shou ld  be g i v e n t o a c o u n s e l l i n g approach i n
d e a l i n g w i t h d i s c i p l i n e prob lems ( i n s t e a d o f t h e cane). Teachers
w o r k i n g hand i n hand w i t h t h e i r c o l l e a g u e s who have some f o r m o f
t r a i n i n g i n gu idance and c o u n s e l l i n g can i n t e r v e n e s u c c e s s f u l l y i n

behav iou r problems o f schoo l c h i l d r e n . More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,
t h e comb ina t ion o f group guidance, sma l l  g roup  c o u n s e l l i n g and
c o n s u l t a t o n can be a v e r y e f f e c t i v e method o f i n t e r v e n t i o n i n
r e d u c i n g conduct , p e r s o n a l i t y and i m m a t u r i t y p rob lem behaviours.
There i s t h e r e f o r e a need f o r t e a c h e r s t o a c q u i r e o r r e f i n e  t h e i r  own
s k i l l s i n t h i s a rea o f p r o v i d i n g c o u n s e l l i n g  s e r v i c e s  t o t h e i r
charges. F i n a l l y , i t i s t h e most d i f f i c u l t c h i l d r e n who need t h e most
h e l p f rom t h e teacher ; t h e y can be he lped t o change l o n g as t h e
t e a c h e r w i l l i n g t o do so and l e a r n t h e s k i l l s t o do so i n s t e a d o f
g i v i n g up on them.

. T h i s i s an a b s t r a c t o f t h e by H.C. Cobb and H.C. R i c h a r d s
e n t i t l e d " E f f i c a c y o f C o u n s e l l i n g S e r v i c e s i n Decreas ing Behav iour
Problems o f E lementary School C h i l d r e n" , E lementary School Guidance 
and Counsel 1983, 180-187.



Does team help self-concept ?
b y W.H. QLLEN and R.L. VAN

by Wal lace Muthu

WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE OF THE STUDY?

The was aimed a t f i n d i n g o u t t h e e f f e c t s o f team l e a r n i n g t h e
-concept and academic achievement o f Soci S t u d i e s

HOW WAS THE STUDY DONE?

The c a r r i e d o u t in. a h i g h i n a r u r a l area o f
Georgia, USA.

Two n i n t h- g r a d e c l a s s e s o f low- ach iev ing s t u d e n t s t a k i n g World
Geography were chosen f o r t h e

B o t h c o n t a i n e d t h e o f i n
of r a c e

Achievement and were g i v e n t o b o t h
b e f o r e  t h e  ' t r e a t m e n t '  p e r i o d  

One adopted t h e team approach, b o t h
r e c e i v e d  t h e  saw t h e same f i l m s and d i d t h e same

The a d o p t i n g t h e team techn ique grouped t h e
i n ba lanced f o r a b i l i t y , race. F o l l o w i n g

t h e t r a d i t i o n a l c lass room i n s t r u c t i o n , team worked
t o g e t h e r t o master c o n t e n t and F o l l o w i n g s t u d e n t s
i n d i v i d u a l l y took w r i t t e n and earned f o r t h e i r

A t t h e end o f b o t h were g i v e n i n
achievement - concept.

WHAT WERE THE FINDINGS?

i n achievement and were a lmost
s i m i l a r f o r b o t h c l a s s e s and a v a r i e t y o f o t h e r  d a t a  t h e

were v e r y

t h e scores f o r b o t h were
very c lose, i n d i c a t i n g t h a t t h e team l e a r n i n g d i d n o t
have a s i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t on s e l f - c o n c e p t .



However, t h e achievement t e s t showed t h a t t h e r e was a s i g n i f i c a n t
d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e scores between t h e two c l a s s e s . The c l a s s
a d o p t i n g t h e team l e a r n i n g t e c h n i q u e d i d e x c e e d i n g l y b e t t e r t h a n
t h e o t h e r .

IMPLICATIONS

Team l e a r n i n g techn iques, i f used i m a g i n a t i v e l y , can p r o v i d e f o r
v a r i e t y and i n t e r e s t i n S o c i a l S t u d i e s i n s t r u c t i o n .

Team l e a r n i n g techn iques encourage peer t e a c h i n g , i n t e r a c t i o n and
c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h i n t h e group, and c o m p e t i t i o n between t h e groups
enhances l e a r n i n g outcomes and t h e mas te ry o f s k i l l s .

Team l e a r n i n g techn iques encourage s t u d e n t s t o seek i n f o r m a t i o n
and a c q u i r e s k i l l s .

Teams need t o be balanced i n terms o f a b i l i t y and sex so t h a t
s t u d e n t s compete w i t h each o t h e r on an equal f o o t i n g . I n  t h i s  
way even weak s t u d e n t s can make a c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e team's
achievement.

T h i s a b s t r a c t i s based on t h e a r t i c l e " Learn ing Teams and Low
b y R.L. van S i c k l e S o c i a l Educat ion,

1984, The j o u r n a l i s a v a i
.

, ,



Slow learners' views of
by MICHAEL WILSON

Abst rac t by son Jacob

Michael Wilson's study examined the a t t i t u d e s o f slow learners t o the
study o f H i s t o r y and how they r a t e H i s t o r y i n r e l a t i o n t o o the r
subjects.

THE SURVEY

The survey covered 150 slow lea rne rs (aged 13 - from th ree compre-
hensive schools i n England. Quest ionnaires, i n te rv iews and school
records were used as the main sources of in format ion .

THE FINDINGS

P u p i l s had an unfavourable a t t i t u d e towards H i s t o r y bo th i n terms
o f i n t e r e s t and importance. Because o f t h e i r low sel f- esteem 45%
of the p u p i l s surveyed regarded themselves as f a i l u r e s i n H i s t o r y .

P u p i l s had misg iv ings about the relevance o f H i s t o r y and found t h e
sub jec t d i f f i c u l t .

They were a l s o d i s s a t i s f i e d w i t h the methods.

To reso lve such problems, the p u p i l s suggested the use of
a l t e r n a t i v e p a r t i c u l a r l y pup i l - cen t red
s t r a t e g i e s such as f i e l d t r i p s aod group discussion.



They a l s o f e l t t h a t t e a c h e r s shou ld g r e a t e r use o f
a u d i o - v i s u a l m a t e r i a l s .

The p e r s p e c t i v e s o f t e a c h e r s d i f f e r e d t h e most s e r i o u s
problems b e i n g t h e u n s u i t a b i l i t y o f tex tbooks , s h o r t a t t e n t i o n /
c o n c e n t r a t i o n span o f  p u p i l s  and t h e  H i s t o r y  s y l l a b u s .

IMPLICATIONS FOR TEACHERS

The approach and methods adopted by H i s t o r y t e a c h e r s w i l l
d e t e r m i n e n o t o n l y t h e l e v e l o f p u p i l s ' i n t e r e s t i n H i s t o r y b u t
a l s o i t s r e l e v a n c e and use fu lness .

Teacher- cen t red methods such as t h e c h a l k- a n d- t a l k method shou ld
be p l a y e d down i n f a v o u r o f methods which a l l o w f o r g r e a t e r p u p i l
invo lvement . P u p i l s s h o u l d be a c t i v e l y i n v o l v e d ; d i s c u s s i o n s and
group work a r e e x t r e m e l y i m p o r t a n t .

F i e l d t r i p s t o p l a c e s o f h i s t o r i c a l i n t e r e s t s h o u l d be c a r r i e d o u t
- w i t h p r o p e r l y p lanned f i e l d e x e r c i s e s , handouts, e t c .

There s h o u l d be more f r e q u e n t use o f a u d i o - v i s u a l a i d s . T h i s
h e l p make H i s t o r y more i n t e r e s t i n g .

.

T h i s i s based t h e by e n t i t l e d "The
A t t i t u d e s of S low- Ler rn ing A d o l e s c e n t s and Study o f
H i s t o r y ' ' i n Teach ing H i s t o r y , 33-35. The j o u r n a l i s
a v a i l a b l e L i b r a r y . . .
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The impact of field trips
b y J.H. FALK and J.D. BALLING

A b s t r a c t b y George Teh

WHAT WAS THE STUDY ABOUT?
--

The aim o f t h e s t u d y was t o assess t h e impact o f schoo l f i e l d  t r i p s  on
t h e a t t i t u d e s , b e h a v i o u r and l e a r n i n g o f a sample o f p r i m a r y
p u p i l s i n t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes .

HOW WAS THE STUDY DONE?

196 t h i r d and f i f t h g rade p u p i l s i n two suburban p r i m a r y schoo ls
were i n v o l v e d i n t h e s tudy .

Two c l a s s e s a t each grade l e v e l f r o m each o f t h e two schoo ls were
used.

One t h i r d grade and a f i f t h grade c l a s s f r o m each school were r a n -
domly s e l e c t e d f o r t h e a l l - d a y f i e l d t r i p t o a n a t u r e c e n t r e t o
l e a r n about t h e b i o l o g y o f t r e e s .

The o t h e r t h i r d and f i f t h grade c l a s s e s were t a u g h t t h e same
lesson o u t s i d e t h e i r c l a s s r o o m d u r i n g t h e i r r e g u l a r sc ience
p e r i o d .

Changes i n knowledge and a t t i t u d e were assessed b e f o r e
and a f t e r ( p o s t - t e s t ) t h e f i e l d t r i p .

The p r e - t e s t was a d m i n i s t e r e d t o t h e p u p i l s  f o u r  weeks i n advance
o f t h e f i e l d t r i p .

To assess t h e p u p i l s ' b e h a v i o u r d u r i n g t h e lesson, two t r a i n e d
observe rs were p r e s e n t f o r each group o f p u p i l s .

Fach c l a s s was a d m i n i s t e r e d t h e p o s t - t e s t t w i c e f o l l o w i n g t h e
f i e l d t r i p .

The f i r s t p o s t - t e s t was g i v e n  t h e  day a f t e r t h e f i e l d t h e
second one month l a t e r .

WHAT WERE THE FINDINGS?

F i e l d t r i p exper iences r e s u l t e d i n s i g n i f i c a n t immediate l e a r n i n g
one month l a t e r f o r a l l g roups b u t f i f t h grade p u p i l s tended t o
score h i g h e r t h a n t h e t h i r d graders .



The t h i r d g r a d e r s who remained a t schoo l and t h e f i f t h grade
p u p i l s who v i s i t e d t h e n a t u r e  c e n t r e  scored b e s t on t h e w r i t t e n t e s t
and a l s o showed s i g n i f i c a n t l y more " o n- t a s k " behav iou r .

A l l p u p i l s expressed p o s i t i v e a t t i t u d e towards f i e l d t r i p s and
o u t d o o r exper iences.

IMPLICATIONS FOR TEACHING?

F i e l d t r i p s can promote c o g n i t i v e l e a r n i n g and r e t e n t i o n .

The t h i r d g raders  found  t h e l e s s d i s r u p t i v e school  env i ronment  t o
be more conduc ive t o l e a r n i n g b u t t h e f i f t h g raders  found  t h e
n a t u r e c e n t r e a b e t t e r p l a c e t o l e a r n .

Teachers shou ld t r y t o i n c l u d e f i e l d t r i p s i n t h e i r teach ing .
F o r younger p u p i l s , s n o r t f i e l d t r i p s can be i n t r o d u c e d b u t f o r
o l d e r  p u p i l s ,  more e l a b o r a t e and l o n g e r t r i p s a r e recommended.

T h i s  a b s t r a c t  i s based on an a r t i c l e b y John H. F a l l and John D.
B a l l i n g e n t i t l e d "The F i e l d T r i p M i l i e u : L e a r n i n g and Behav iou r as a
F u n c t i o n o f C o n t e x t u a l Even ts" i n J o u r n a l o f E d u c a t i o n a l Research, 76

pp 22-28. T h i s j o u r n a l i s a v a i l a b l e i n t h e I E L i b r a r y .
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The solving approach
improves pupil achievement

b y J.M. RUSSELL and E . L . CHIAPPETTA

Abst rac t by Sze Onn

An important outcome o f education should be the product ion o f t h i n k i n g
and problem-solving s k i l l s . A problem-solving s t ra tegy was developed
by Russel and Chiappetta t o the achievement o f eighth-grade
students enro l l ed i n Ear th Science (Physical Geography).

WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE OF THE STUDY?

The purpose was t o i n v e s t i g a t e the e f fec ts of a problem-solving
approach t o the teaching o f Ear th Science on the achievement o f
eighth-grade (Secondary students. The authors be l ieved t h a t such
an approach t o teaching Ear th Science would produce s i g n i f i c a n t l y
greater achievement than a conventional approach and t h a t more
quest ions o f a higher order would be asked.

HOW WAS. THE STUDY DONE?

-A t o t a l o f 207 p a r t i c i p a t e d the study. The students were
d iv ided i n t o an group and a c o n t r o l o r treatment group.
The c o n t r o l group p a r t i c i p a t e d i n labo ra to ry a c t i v i t i e s , and i n
classroom sessions devdted t o textbook readings, d iscussions and
audio- visual presentat ions. 



The e x p e r i m e n t a l group p a r t i c i p a t e d i n p r o b l e m- s o l v i n g l a b o r a t o r y
a c t i v i t i e s emphasiz ing t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f E a r t h Sc ience concepts.
Each a c t i v i t y c o n s i s t e d o f t h r e e phases:

p r e s e n t a t i o n o f a prob lem

an i n v e s t i g a t i o n t o g a t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n r e l e v a n t t o t h e prob lem

a d i s c o v e r y phase which produced an answer t o t h e prob lem

A f o r t y - i t e m p o s t - t e s t  c o n s i s t i n g  o f f o u r was a d m i n i s t e r e d t o
a l l s t u d e n t s a t t h e end o f t h e study.

WHAT WERE THE FINDINGS OF THE STUDY?

From t h i s study, t h e au thors  found  t h a t :

t h e prob lem s o l v i n g a c t i v i t y c r e a t e d more r e a l i s m and i n t e r e s t i n
t h e l a b o r a t o r y a c t i v i t i e s ;

t h e s tuden ts were a c t i v e l y engaged i n g a t h e r i n g d a t a r e l e v a n t t o
t h e prob lem d u r i n g  t h e  process o f i n v e s t i g a t i o n ;

t h e s t u d e n t s were c o n t i n u a l l y p u t i n t o s i t u a t i o n s i n wh ich t h e y
had t o app ly t h e d a t a gathered t o d i f f e r e n t s i t u a t i o n s ;

t h e use of h i g h e r l e v e l ques t ions ( q u e s t i o n s which t e s t
comprehension, a p p l i c a t i o n , a n a l y s i s and e v a l u a t i o n s k i l l s ) d u r i n g
c l a s s d i s c u s s i o n  p r o v i d e d  s tuden ts w i t h a d d i t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
t o p r a c t i s e p r o b l e m- s o l v i n g s k i l l s .

IMPLICATIONS FOR TEACHING?

The prob lem s o l v i n g approach appears t o be an e f f e c t i v e o f
i m p r o v i n g t h e achievement o f E a r t h Science s t u d e n t s and i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  
l e v e l s o f performance i n comprehension, a p p l i c a t i o n and a n a l y s i s .

Thus c lassroom d i s c u s s i o n s and l a b o r a t o r y a c t i v i t i e s shou ld f o c u s on
t h e a p p l i c a t i o n of concepts r a t h e r t h a n t h e memor iza t ion o f i n f o r -
mat ion.

T h i s a b s t r a c t i s based on an a r t i c l e by J.M. R u s s e l l and E.L.
C h i a p p e t t a e n t i t l e d "The E f f e c t s o f a Prob lem S t r a t e g y on t h e
Achievement of E a r t h Science Studen ts" i n J o u r n a l of Research i n
Sc ience Teaching, 81, 1981, pp 295 - 301. The j o u r n a l i s a v a i l a b l e i n
t h e L i b r a r y .



The effects of higher order
Geography achievement

b y L i n d a Wee Heng T i n

A b s t r a c t b y Mrs Maureen Ng

INTRODUCTION

T h i s s t u d y was c a r r i e d o u t t o d e t e r m i n e i f h i g h e r o r d e r  q u e s t i o n s  
c o u l d be used w i t h lower  secondary  p u p i l s d u r i n g Geography lessons ,
and t o measure t h e e f f e c t s o f such q u e s t i o n s on t h e i r per formance i n a
Geography t e s t . The h i g h e r o r d e r  q u e s t i o n s  t e s t e d comprehension,
a p p l i c a t i o n ,  a n a l y s i s  and e v a l u a t i o n s k i l l s , w h i l e t h e lower o r d e r
q u e s t i o n s t e s t e d r e c a l l .

AIMS OF THE STUDY

To i n v e s t i g a t e i f p u p i l s g i v e n more p r a c t i c e i n answer ing h i g h e r
o r d e r q u e s t i o n s t h r o u g h c l a s s w r i t t e n assignments m i g h t p e r f o r m
b e t t e r i n a c l a s s t e s t t h a n t h e i r c o u n t e r p a r t s who had more
p r a c t i c e i n answer ing lower  o r d e r ques t ions .

To e s t a b l i s h i f sex and l e v e l o f E n g l i s h p r o f i c i e n c y had any 
e f f e c t on p u p i l s ' answer ing o f h i g h e r  o r d e r  q u e s t i o n s .

APPROACH TO THE STUDY

Secondary One Express c o u r s e  s t u d e n t s  f r o m two government s c h o o l s
were i n v o l v e d i n t h e s tudy .

Both exper imen ta l and c o n t r o l groups r e c e i v e d s i x weeks o f
i n s t r u c t i o n on mapping and map r e a d i n g f rom exper ienced geography
t e a c h e r s i n t h e schoo ls .

t h e s i x weeks o f i n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  p u p i l s were g i v e n w r i t t e n
e x e r c i s e s ( t r e a t m e n t m a t e r i a l s ) t o work on.

The exper imen ta l group worked on e x e r c i s e s c o n t a i n i n g 80% h i g h e r
o r d e r  q u e s t i o n s  and 20% lower o r d e r ques t ions .

The c o n t r o l g roup was g i v e n  e x e r c i s e s  c o n t a i n i n g 80% lower o r d e r
q u e s t i o n s and 20% h i g h e r o r d e r  q u e s t i o n s .  

A 40 i t e m was a d m i n i s t e r e d t o a l l s tuden ts .

FINDINGS OF THE STUDY

The e x p e r i m e n t a l g roup per formed s i g n i f i c a n t l y b e t t e r than t h e
c o n t r o l group i n o v e r a l l t e s t scores, and i n t h e h i g h e r o r d e r
ques t ions .



The exper imen ta l and c o n t r o l groups d i d n o t d i f f e r i n t h e i r
per formance on t h e lower o r d e r  q u e s t i o n s .  

The boys per formed s i g n i f i c a n t l y b e t t e r than t h e g i r l s  i n  o v e r a l l
t e s t scores, and i n t h e ques t ions .

The p u p i l s w i t h h i g h e r sco res f o r E n g l i s h Language
performed b e t t e r i n terms o f o v e r a l l t e s t scores, and on t h e
h i g h e r o r d e r ques t ions .

IMPLICATIONS FOR TEACHING

P r a c t i c e i n answer ing h i g h e r o r d e r  q u e s t i o n s  d u r i n g  c l a s s  
a c t i v i t i e s can h e l p t o b r i n g about ' h i g h e r i n t e l l e c t u a l t h i n k i n g '
i n p u p i l s .

P r a c t i c e w i t h h i g h e r o r d e r  q u e s t i o n s  r a t h e r t h a n  l o w e r  o r d e r  
q u e s t i o n s does n o t  p l a c e  t h e p u p i l a t a  d i s a d v a n t a g e  i n answer ing
l o w e r o r d e r ques t ions .

A l though t h e boys i n t h e s t u d y per fo rmed b e t t e r t h a n t h e g i r l s ,
t h i s e f f e c t c o u l d have r e s u l t e d f r o m some t e s t i t e m s t h a t had
'mascu l ine  appea l ' ,  f o r example, p lanes and f u e l , and o t h e r s t h a t

r e q u i r e d mathemat ica l s.

The b e t t e r performance o f s t u d e n t s p r o f i c i e n t i n E n g l i s h suggests
t h a t ' h i g h e r t h i n k i n g s k i l l s ' r e q u i r e a minimum l e v e l of language
mastery,.

tha t crosses an ocean? 

T h i s i s an a b s t r a c t  o f  L i n d a Wee Heng. T i n ' s M. Ed. d i s s e r t a t i o n
( R a t i o n a l U n i v e r s i t y o f S ingapore) e n t i t l e d "The E f f e c t s o f
Higher- Order and Lower-Order Quest i o n s on Achievement i n Geography of
Secondary One Students" A copy o f t h e d i s s e r t a t i o n i s i n t h e
I E L i b r a r y .



Pupils' self-concept before and af
by KHO CHENG

Abst rac t by Soh Kay Cheng

SOME TEACHERS BELIEVE ...
... p u p i l s w i l l do w e l l i n examinat ions i f they t h i n k w e l l o f
themselves. Other teachers b e l i e v e p u p i l s w i l l t h i n k w e l l o f
themselves a f t e r they have done we l l i n an examination. Th is sounds
l i k e a chicken-and-egg quest ion - what i s t h e t r u t h ?

THIS REAL-LIFE STUDY ...
... f o u r hundred Primary S i x p u p i l s from s i x schools. These
p u p i l s , f rom lower-middle and lower income f a m i l i e s , answered a se r ies
o f quest ions on how they f e l t about the var ious sub jec t s examined i n
the PSLE; how they saw t h e i r own a b i l i t y t o l e a r n these sub jec ts ; how
they f e l t about themselves and t h e school; how they r e l a t e d  w i t h  t h e i r
peers; and what they thought o f t h e i r parents. These p u p i l s completed
t h e quest ionna i re th'ree t imes - be fo re t h e p r e l i m i n a r y examination,
a f t e r the p r e l i m i n a r y examinat ion b u t be fore the PSLE, and
the PSLE r e s u l t s were re leased.



THAT ...
... when the p u p i l s were grouped a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r per formance i n
b o t h t h e p r e l i m i n a r y examina t ion and t h e PSLE:

P u p i l s who w e l l i n b o t h examina t ions  though t  w e l l o f
se lves , t h e i r a b i l i t y t o l e a r n , and t h e schoo l . These p u p i l s ,
however, h e l d l e s s  f a v o u r a b l e  a t t i t u d e s towards s t u d y i n g , t h e i r
peers and paren ts .

P u p i l s who d i d n o t do w e l l i n b o t h examina t ions h e l d on t o t h e i r
poor v iews o f t h e i r own a b i l i t y t o l e a r n , t h e school and peers.
I n f a c t , t h e i r v iews o f themselves, t h e i r p a r e n t s , and school
s u b j e c t s had become p o o r e r a f t e r t h e examina t ion .

I T SEEMS THAT ...
... t h e f i n d i n g t h a t t h e p u p i l s had a l e s s f a v o u r a b l e v i e w o f  t h e i r  
p a r e n t s and school a f t e r t h e examinat ion, i r r e s p e c t i v e o f  t h e i r  
r e s u l t s , deserves a t t e n t i o n . I t c o u l d be t h a t  t h e  p r e s s u r e mount ing
b e f o r e t h e examina t ions had induced some degree o f i l l - f e e l i n g i n t h e
p u p i l s . Can we n o t f i n d some way t o h e l p t h e young p u p i l s t a k e
e x a m i n a t i o n  p r e s s u r e  as p a r t and p a r c e l of schoo l l i f e so t h a t t h e
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  p a r e n t s and t h e enthus iasm t o l e a r n w i l l s t i l l be
p o s i t i v e ? Also, i f t h e  t e a c h e r  i s t o h e l p h e r p u p i l s improve t h e i r
s e l f - c o n c e p t and achievement, w i t h t h e hope t h a t i m p r o v i n g one w i l l
improve t h e o t h e r , t h e h e l p i n g must come much e a r l i e r than i n P r i m a r y
S i x .

T h i s  a b s t r a c t  i s based on Kho Teng Cheng's M Ed d i s s e r t a t i o n e n t i t l e d
"Change o f Se l f - concep t among P r i m a r y S i x P u p i l s A f t e r t h e P r i m a r y
School Leav ing Examinat ion" ( N a t i o n a l U n i v e r s i t y o f Singapore, 19851.
A copy o f t h e d i s s e r t a t i o n i s i n t h e I E L i b r a r y .



by NG SENG

Abst rac t by Soh Kay Cheng

You ARE

HOME BACKGROUND ..
... i s an important f a c t o r i n i n f l u e n c i n g p u p i l s ' achievement and
mot iva t ion , according t o many l o c a l and overseas studies. But, as
many teachers know, parents o f d i f f e r e n t backgrounds tend t o see
school ing d i f f e r e n t l y . Ch i ld ren may come t o l e a r n about parents '
expecta t ions i n a s u b t l e manner through d a i l y con tac t w i t h t h e i r
parents. I f so, then paren ts ' expecta t ion have an in f l uence
on p u p i l s ' w i l l i n g n e s s t o lea rn and how much they learn .

I N THIS STUDY ...
... n e a r l y Pr imary S ix Normal Course p u p i l s e t h n i c Chinese)
completed two quest ionnaires. These p u p i l s were f rom two schools and
represented a wide academic abi The pup i 1s answered
quest ions on how much i n t e r e s t t h e i r f a t h e r s and mothers had shown i n
t h e i r school work; how much superv is ion the re was and what t h e parents
expected. I n add i t ion ,  the  p u p i l s a l so answered quest ions on what
mot ivated them t o achieve. The i r PSLE performance was obta ined f rom
school records f o r analys is .



I T HAS B E E N FOUND THAT

... p u p i l s whose p a r e n t s showed g r e a t e r concern f o r  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g
a l s o had h i g h e r m o t i v a t i o n and b e t t e r achievement. T h i s was t r u e f o r
p u p i l s coming f r o m d i f f e r e n t home backgrounds. T h i s shows t h a t
whether t h e p u p i l i s f r o m a  h i g h  o r  l o w income f a m i l y i s n o t impor tan t
I t i s more i m p o r t a n t t h a t t h e p a r e n t s show i n t e r e s t i n t h e i r c h i l d r e n '
schoo lwork , p r o v i d e adequate s u p e r v i s i o n , and expec t t h e c h i l d t o do
w e l l . What i s even more i n t e r e s t i n g i s t h a t t h e mother has a g r e a t e r
i n f l u e n c e than t h e f a t h e r .

SO, (SAYS THE ABSTRACTOR TO THE TEACHER) ...
... do n o t g i v e up on y o u r p u p i l s if y o u r c l a s s happens t o comprise
c h i l d r e n f r o m low- income f a m i l i e s , as t h e f a m i l y ' s socio-economic
s t a t u s may n o t be t h e cause o f p o o r achievement. It may be u s e f u l ,
then, t o f i n d o u t  f r o m  t h e c h i l d : A re h i s p a r e n t s i n t e r e s t e d i n h i s
schoo lwork? Have t h e y s u p e r v i s e d h i s homework? What do t h e p a r e n t s
e x p e c t h im t o be a b l e t o accomp l i sh i n t h e s c h o o l ? I f answers
suggest a l a c k o f p a r e n t a l concern, you may have t o d i s c u s s w i t h  t h e  
p a r e n t s so t h a t t h e y can h e l p t h e i r c h i l d .

T h i s a b s t r a c t i s based on Seng's M Ed d i s s e r t a t i o n e n t i t l e d
" P e r c e p t i o n o f P a r e n t a l Academic M o t i v a t i o n and Academic
Achievement of a Sample P r i m a r y S i x Chinese P u p i l s " ( N a t i o n a l
U n i v e r s i t y of Singapore, 1984). A copy o f t h e d i s s e r t a t i o n i s i n t h e
I E L i b r a r y .



Career perceptions of
Secondary Four pupils in

by PETER KHOK S I N N YEOU and

I Abstract by Peter Khor Yeou

Many have the experience o f asking t h e i r Secondary Four
p u p i l s about t h e i r career p lans o n l y t o get r e p l i e s l i k e "I don ' t
know" o r "I haven' t thought about i t " o r " I ' m not sure what I want t o
do when I leave school". I s t h i s the t y p i c a l  p i c t u r e  o f  many would-be
school leavers as ' fa r as career  p lanning i s concerned? If on ly
pupi needs i n area can be ascertained, then admin i s t ra to rs and
p o l i c y makers may be in a b e t t e r p o s i t i o n t o prov ide career guidance
i n schools, w i t h a view t o developing a b e t t e r match
f u t u r e workforce jobs., and u l t i m a t e l y t o improve p r o d u c t i v i t y .

HOW DID THE STUDY BEGIN?

A team f rom the I n s t i t u t e o f Education c a r r i e d out a survey o f
secondary f o u r p u p i l s ' career percept ions. A quest ionna i re  cover ing  
the f o l l o w i n g areas was constructed:

What were p u p i l s 1 career p lans and asp i ra t i ons l i k e ?

I n addition,, i n var ious i n d u s t r i e s t h a t
employed large batches o f ' f r e s h school leavers were interv iewed, t o

out they f e l t about these young - t h i s
prov ided u s e f u l

WHAT WERE THE FINDINGS?

Based, on a sampl-e o f 220 Normal, 170 Express and Speci course
p u p i l s the r e s u l t s o f t h e survey showed tha t :

1. often t h e i r f u t u r e



The p u p i l s ' e d u c a t i o n a l a s p i r a t i o n s were g e n e r a l l y v e r y h i g h ,
e s p e c i a l l y so w i t h 50.7% of t h e Normal course p u p i l s a s p i r i n g t o
GCE ' A ' l e v e l and u n i v e r s i t y .

P u p i l s '  j o b  p r e f e r e n c e s a l s o appeared t o be u n r e a l i s t i c w i t h about
h a l f p r e f e r r i n g p r o f e s s i o n a l and t e c h n i c a l - r e l a t e d k i n d s o f j o b s .
The Normal s t ream p u p i l s were more u n r e a l i s t i c he re than t h e  o t h e r  
p u p i l s .

4. Wi th r e g a r d t o t h e i r c a r e e r s , p u p i l s tended t o d i s c u s s  w i t h ,  as
w e l l as seek h e l p  f r o m  t h e i r f r i e n d s , n e x t t h e i r pa ren ts , and l a s t
o f a l l t h e i r teachers (supposedly those who were more competent t o
a s s i s t i n c a r e e r gu idance) .

5. When " choos ing" a p a r t i c u l a r ca ree r , p u p i l s had two t h i n g s i n
mind: t h e work must be i n t e r e s t i n g and t h e pay good.

6. They were a l s o n o t v e r y knowledgeable about t h e j o b s  t h e y  were
i n t e r e s t e d i n and i n d i c a t e d t h e y needed t h e s c h o o l ' s  h e l p  i n j o b
i n f o r m a t i o n about j o b a p p l i c a t i o n s k i l l s , how t o p r e p a r e f o r j o b
i n t e r v i e w s and guidance on what j o b s t h e y were b e s t s u i t e d f o r .

I n t e r v i e w s w i t h t h e personne l managers l a r g e l y c o n f i r m e d t h e above
f i n d i n g s . F resh school l e a v e r s were found t o be g e n e r a l l y
i l l - e q u i p p e d w i t h j o b seek ing s k i l l s and had no c l e a r c a r e e r
d i r e c t i o n . They were o n l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n f a s t p romot ions , good pay and
many shunned r o u t i n e o r s h i f t work.

IMPLICATIONS FOR SCHOOLS?

The f i n d i n g s suggest , t h e r e f o r e ,  a  need t o :

Encourage secondary f o u r  p u p i l s  t o be more concerned about t h e i r
f u t u r e c a r e e r s e s p e c i a l l y i f t h e y are c o m p l e t i n g t h e i r s c h o o l i n g
soon.

Teach p u p i l s r e l e v a n t  j o b  a p p l i c a t i o n  s k i l l s t o g e t h e r w i t h  e f f e c -
t i v e d i s s e m i n a t i o n o f i n f o r m a t i o n on careers .

Get teachers t o be more a c t i v e i n i n i t i a t i n g d i a l o g u e s ,
d i s c u s s i o n s , i n d i v i d u a l c a r e e r c o u n s e l l i n g and group guidance
s e s s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  p u p i l s ' c a r e e r i n t e r e s t s ( s i n c e p u p i l s c o n s i d e r
them l a s t on t h e l i s t ) .

A s s i s t weaker p u p i l s t o deve lop a more r e a l i s t i c match between
themselves and t h e i r t e n t a t i v e c a r e e r p lans .

F i n a l l y , what may be needed i s t h e imp lementa t ion of a w e l l - d e s i g n e d
and planned c a r e e r gu idance system i n t h e schoo ls c o o r d i n a t e d b y
t h e  r e l e v a n t  a u t h o r i t i e s . Whether t h i s w i l l happen rema ins t o be
seen.

T h i s i s an a b s t r a c t of an unpub l i shed r e p o r t e n t i t l e d "NPC-IE Career
(1984). The r e p o r t i s a v a i l a b l e i n t h e I E L i b r a r y .
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Pre-University students' views o
teaching as a career

b y SOH KAY and OTHERS

A b s t r a c t b y Poh Sui

The shor tage o f t e a c h e r s and t h e need t o a t t r a c t t h e r i g h t peop le t o
t h e t e a c h i n g p r o f e s s i o n prompted t h i s s tudy. The M i n i s t r y o f
E d u c a t i o n i n c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h t h e I n s t i t u t e o f E d u c a t i o n c a r r i e d o u t
t h i s s t u d y t o p r o v i d e f r e s h i n p u t t o t h e i r s t r a t e g y t o a t t r a c t b e t t e r
r e c r u i t s  t o  t e a c h i n g , who w i l l be ' s t a y e r s '  r a t h e r  t h a n ' q u i t t e r s ' .

HOW WAS THE STUDY CONDUCTED?

A t o t a l  o f  1177 A r t s , Sc ience and s t ream s t u d e n t s f r o m
p r e - u n i v e r s i t y c e n t r e s and j u n i o r c o l l e g e s took p a r t t h e s tudy .

The s t u d e n t s comple ted a q u e s t i o n n a i r e s u r v e y i n g t h e i r a t t i t u d e s t o
t e a c h i n g as a c a r e e r , t h e mot i ves f o r t e a c h i n g and e x p e c t a t i o n s of
t h e t e a c h i n g s e r v i c e . These were s t u d i e d i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e
s t u d e n t s ' background and persona l i n f o r m a t i o n .

WHAT WERE THE MAIN FINDINGS?

O n l y s l i g h t l y more t h a n 5% o f t h e s t u d e n t s would d e f i n i t e l y choose
t e a c h i n g as a c a r e e r . Another 53% m i g h t  c o n s i d e r  i t i n t h e
f u t u r e . Here t h e r e were more females t h a n males and t h e y were
m a i n l y non-Chinese.

A l though p a r e n t s ' e d u c a t i o n was n o t a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e i r c h o i c e
o f t e a c h i n g as a c a r e e r , hav ing  a  t e a c h e r i n t h e f a m i l y seemed t o
be i n f l u e n t i a l .

Those who chose t e a c h i n g saw i t as a secure, i n t e r e s t i n g and
c h a l l e n g i n g j o b as w e l l as a c o n v e n i e n t j o b a f t e r m a r r i a g e and a
n o b l e p r o f e s s i o n wh ich p r o v i d e d o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r f u r t h e r
educa t ion . Those who were n o t su re were w a i t i n g t o see i f t h e y
c o u l d g e t a b e t t e r j o b and t h e y need t o know more about t h e n a t u r e
o f t e a c h i n g as a p r o f e s s i o n .

Those who d i d choose t e a c h i n g m i g h t  c o n s i d e r  i f c e r t a i n j o b
c o n d i t i o n s changed, namely, n o t h a v i n g t o hand le ECA, n o t h a v i n g
t o cope w i t h f r e q u e n t p o l i c y changes, h a v i n g b e t t e r pay and more
chances o f p r o m o t i o n and f u r t h e r educa t ion , and b e i n g more
r e s p e c t e d b y s o c i e t y .

WERE THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE STUDY?

The f i n d i n g t h a t  o n l y  about 5% and m a i n l y fema les who would
d e f i n i t e l y choose teach ing , i s u n l i k e l y t o change v e r y much o v e r



the years as other professions, such as medicine, law and
engineering, are perceived as being more lucrative. However, the
53% who wanted to know more about the teaching profession merit 
further attention. This is a pool of potential teachers.

2. There is a need for educational and vocational guidance. As 
indicated in the study, one of the reasons for being apprehensive
could be the lack of knowledge about the teaching profession.

3. Some pertinent variables like sex, race, level or
stream (Arts) and having a teacher in the family may shed some
light on the search for potential recruits for the teaching 
profession.

SON

This is an abstract of the IE Occasional Paper No 25 entitled
"Teaching As A Career: A Survey of Pre-University Students' Views"

by Kay Cheng, Lam Tit Loong and Poh Sui Hoi. This paper is
available in the Library.



Discipline in Singapore schools 

Abstract by Elena L

WHY WAS THIS STUDY CONDUCTED?

In 1984, the Singapore Teachers' Union conducted this study to find
out what teachers felt were their main problems in the classroom and
how they coped with them.

HOW WAS THE STUDY DONE?

The first part of this study was conducted by means of questionnaires
completed by approximately 10% of teachers in Singapore schools. The
second part of this study covered interviews with 40 pupils who were
considered "problem pupils" by their schools. The interviews were
aimed at finding out how the "problem pupils" perceived themselves in
relation to their classmates and teachers. Sixteen of these 
interviews were presented as case studies in the report. 

WHAT WERE THE FINDINGS?

The findings of the first part of this study were:

State of Discipline - Though most of the teachers claimed that
there was a growing lack of discipline in Singapore schools, this 
problem'had not become serious enough to cause alarm. Problem
behaviours were mainly associated with pupils of the Monolingual
and Extended courses in primary schools and the Normal course in
secondary schools. While vandalism and theft were the major
problems in the secondary school, talking, walking about in class
and inattentiveness were major problems in primary schools. The
main sources of problem behaviour were poor neighbourhoods and
broken homes.



St ra teg ies - Teachers tended t o s c o l d and the
sendiny them t o t h e d i s c i p l i n e teacher. The
p o i n t system was n o t used i n most schools and most

teachers d i d no t b e l i e v e i t would improve

Classroom - Two t h i r d s o f the teachers f e l t they d i d
no t t h e i r c l a s s d i s c i p l i n e problems e f f e c t i v e l y .

Uniformed Groups A c t i v i t i e s and r u l e s o f un i formed groups
s t ressed u n i f o r m i t y and c o n f o r m i t y r a t h e r than s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e .
A l though they emphasised d i s c i p l i n e , n e a r l y h a l f o f the teachers
found t h a t membership i n un i fo rmed groups made no d i f f e r e n c e i n
p u p i l behav iour i n c l a s s .

School Assemblies - Two- th i rds of t h e teachers agreed t h a t the
school assembly was a s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t o r i n f l u e n c i n g d i s c i p l i n e ,
b u t  t h a t  p u p i l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n p resen ta t i ons and p l a n n i n g was
very low.

WHAT WAS THE PROFILE OF THE PROBLEM PUPILS?

Most o f the p u p i l s were boys s t a y i n g i n 2-room and 3-room f l a t s . They
d i d no t speak Eng l i sh a t home and had l i t t l e p a r e n t a l guidance i n
t h e i r s t ud ies and l e i s u r e a c t i v i t i e s ; t hey perce ived themselves as
l a z y and naughty, and had l i t t l e conf idence t o pass examinat ions.
T h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h teachers and p re fec t s were n o t very good; and
t h e y d i s l i k e d punishment though t h e y agreed r u l e s should n o t be
broken.

WHAT CAN BE DONE ABOUT THE DISCIPLINE PROBLEMS?

Some s i g n i f i c a n t recommendations made i n t h i s r e p o r t were:

Grea te r and d ia l ogue was needed w i t h i n the school t o
d iscuss d i s c i p l i n e problems.

More r e g u l a r e v a l u a t i o n and r e v i s i o n o f school r u l e s shou ld be
c a r r i e d ou t w i t h t h e co- ope ra t i on o f teachers and p u p i l s i n c rde r
t o improve t h e  c l i m a t e  o f t h e school .

School assemblies shou ld be planned by a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e group o f
teachers, p u p i l s and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s i n order t o inc rease a sense
o f be long ing t o t h e school and respec t f o r one another.

I n - s e r v i c e courses should be conducted by t h e I n s t i t u t e of
Educat ion t o s tudy t h e va r i ous models o f c lassroom d i s c i p l i n e and
t h e e f f e c t s o f reward and punishment w i t h s p e c i a l r e fe rence t o
c o r p o r a l punishment.

Th i s i s a b s t r a c t o f t h e Singapore Teachers' Union Repor t e n t i t l e d
"Teachers' Percep t ion of t h e S ta te of D i s c i p l i n e i n Singapore Schools"
(1985). A copy o f  t h i s  r e p o r t i s a v a i l a b l e i n t h e L i b r a r y .



Improving reading and self-concept throug
communicationand social skills training

by ARTHUR WOOSTER and A N I T A CARSON

by Kather ine Yip

THE PROGRAMME

ch i l d ren , i f not  g iven help i n run a h igh o f
f a i l i n g i n and becoming i n adulthood. For 

a programme drawn up t o teach and
t o ch i ld ren . I n add i t ion , t h e
a t improving and read ing

achievement. The which two invo lved 26
t e n were f rom o f

were w i t h i r r e g u l a r attendance, and had

WHAT TYPES OF PUPILS CAN BENEFIT FROM SUCH A PROGRAMME?

are and
who are
who are
who i n i t i a t i v e .
who are whose attendance
i r r e g u l a r .

HOW WAS THE PROGRAMME CONDUCTED?

The o f 25 experienced
knowledge ing and The
o f t h e i r were w i t h the o f

Next, i d e n t i f i e d t h e i r own
This was t r a i n i n g i n . e f f e c t i v e

and s were ' t o ' i n
s h a l t wh i l e t h e t o up

WERE -TAUGHT TO PUPILS?

and
, dec i s ion .

a t tehd ing t o f e e l i n g s
.each and' how -values

, .

t o , , .



WHAT WERE THE OUTCOMES OF THE PROGRAMME?

When t h e same t e s t s were g i v e n a t t h e end o f two terms, p u p i l s
showed dramat i c improvement i n s e l f - c o n c e p t and r e a d i n g a b i l i t y .

P u p i l s d i s p l a y e d b e t t e r s e l f - c o n t r o l .

P u p i l s showed g r e a t e r a b i l i t y i n o r g a n i z i n g t h e i r work and
o b s e r v i n g r u l e s .

D e s t r u c t i v e c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s g r a d u a l l y dropped away.

Teacher was a b l e t o spend more t i m e i n teach ing .

WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS FOR TEACHERS?

The r e s u l t s o f t h i s s t u d y p o i n t s i g n i f i c a n t l y t o t h e f a c t t h a t even
d i s r u p t i v e c h i l d r e n and c h i l d r e n f r o m unconduc ive home backgrounds a r e
capab le o f b e t t e r schoo l  per formance and behav iou rs i f and
h e l p i s g i v e n i n t ime.



by C.W. and

A b s t r a c t by C h r i s t i n e Loh

WHAT I S THE STUDY ABOUT?

T h i s  s t u d y  examined t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f t h r e e methods o f t e a c h i n g
concep ts : M e r r i l and Tennyson's model, Gagne's i n d u c t i v e model and
t h e r e a d i n g - r e c i t a t i o n The t e a c h i n g proceduces t h a t were used
i n these t h r e e methods are d e s c r i b e d below.

PROCEDURES I N THE USE OF THREE
METHODS OF TEACHING CONCEPTS

M e r r i and Tennyson R e a d i n g- R e c i t a t i o n
Model Model Method

* Teacher d e f i n e s a * Teacher uses * Teacher i n t r o d u c e s
concept , f o r photographs t o show t o p i c o f lesson.
example, a r a b l e p u p i examples and

non-examples o f a * P u p i l s r e a d
concept, r a n g i n g s i l e n t l y a handout

* Teacher uses f r o m e a s i e r ones t o which i n c l u d e s a
photographs t o show more d i f f i c u l t d e f i n i t i o n o f t h e
p u p i l s examples and ones. concept and
non-examples o f t h e examples o f t h i s .
concept , r a n g i n g * P u p i l s a re asked t o
f r o m  e a s i e r  ones t o induce t h e name and * Teacher reads t h e
more d i f f i c u l t , d e f i n i t i o n o f t h e handout a loud.  
ones. concept .

* Teacher q u e s t i o n s
* A p r a c t i c e - s e s s i o n p u p i l s about t h e

f o l l o w s d u r i n g c o n t e n t o f  t h e  
which p u p i l s a r e handout.
g i v e n an u n f a m i l i a r
s e t of photographs
and r e q u i r e d t o
p i c k o u t examples
and non-examples
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r
unders tand ing. o f
t h e concept.

. . . .

A second o f t h e s t u d y was t o f i n d o u t whether o r n o t
a b i l i t y and sex -had any e f f e c t on p u p i l s ' a c q u i s i t i o n o f S o c i a l
S t u d i e s concepts.

How Was The Study C a r r i e d O u t ?

N i n e t y - f i v e s i x t h grade s t u d e n t s f r o m . an American suburban schoo l
were s e l e c t e d and randomly  ass igned t o one o f t h e t h r e e
e x p e r i m e n t a l groups.



Three exper ienced  c lass room t e a c h e r s  t a u g h t  two concept  lessons,  
a r a b l e l a n d and t e r t i a r y p r o d u c t i o n ,  u s i n g  each of the methods on
each o f t h e  t h r e e  days.

The p u p i l s were g i v e n  a  t e s t f o l l o w i n g each lesson.

Which Method Was The B e s t ?

P u p i l s t a u g h t u s i n g t h e M e r r i l and Tennyson's model performed
b e t t e r i n t h e i r a c q u i s i t i o n o f S o c i a l S t u d i e s concep ts r e g a r d l e s s
o f sex o r r e a d i n g a b i l i t y .

P u p i l s ' a t t a i n m e n t i n concep t a c q u i s i t i o n u s i n g Gagne's model o r
t h e r e a d i n g - r e c i t a t i o n method was n o t s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t .

I n t e a c h i n g concepts , a d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e concept f o l l o w e d  b y  a
p r e s e n t a t i o n o f examples and non-examples and a p u p i l  p r a c t i c e  
s e s s i o n i s a more e f f e c t i v e p rocedure t o f o l l o w .

Us ing a d e f i n i t i o n f o l l o w e d b y examples o n l y i s n o t as e f f e c t i v e .
N e i t h e r i s p r e s e n t a t i o n o f examples and non-examples adequate i n
h e l p i n g p u p i l s a c q u i r e concepts.

Sex and r e a d i n g a b i l i t y have l i t t l e o r no e f f e c t on a
a b i l i t y t o a c q u i r e and unders tand concepts.

T h i s a b s t r a c t i s based on t h e a r t i c l e b y C. Warren H.Q.
Pedd ico rd , F o r d and A.G. e n t i t l e d "The E f f e c t i v e n e s s o f
Three Methods of Teaching S o c i a l  S t u d i e s  Concepts t o Six th- Grade
S t u d e n t s " i n J o u r n a l of E d u c a t i o n a l Research, 78 1984, pp 35-39.
T h i s j o u r n a l i s a v a i l a b l e i n I E L i b r a r y .
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WHAT WAS THE STUDY ABOUT?

A s t u d y was s e t up t o f i n d answers t o a  few c r u c i a l q u e s t i o n s t h a t a r e
o f t e n r a i s e d i n r e l a t i o n t o c u r r i c u l u m development and implementat ion.

Do teachers r e s i s t c u r r i c u l u m changes?

Who are g e n e r a l l y r e s i s t a n t t o c u r r i c u l u m changes-? Who welcome
them?

I f t e a c h e r s adopt t h e new (Lower Secondary H i s t o r y ) package
developed by CDIS, how do t h e y use i t i n t h e c lass room?

Do teachers unders tand t h e d e v e l o p e r s ' i n t e n t i o n s c l e a r l y b e f o r e
t h e y s t a r t on t h e new LSH package?

what e x t e n t do t e a c h e r s '  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f t h e aims and o b j e c t i v e s
o f t h e new LSH package agree o r d i s a g r e e w i t h t h o s e o f t h e
deve lopers?

To what degree do teachers implement t h e new LSH package i n
accordance t o d e v e l o p e r s ' i n t e n t i o n s o f how i t s h o u l d be
implemented?

WAS THE STUDY DONE?

A Teacher P e r c e p t i o n  Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was used t o measure how
r e c e p t i v e 126 Secondary One H i s t o r y t e a c h e r s were towards t h e new
LSH c u r r i c u l u m . Feedback was a l s o o b t a i n e d on how t h e y p e r c e i v e d
t h e p lanned LSH programme and t h e way t h e y implemented it.

A Developer P e r c e p t i o n Q u e s t i o n n a i r e was s e n t t o a l l 11
members o f t h e CDIS H i s t o r y P r o j e c t Team t o f i n d o u t t h e i r
i n t e n t i o n s of how t h e new LSH package was t o be implemented.
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There was a l a r g e gap between what was in tended  by  t h e deve lopers
and what the  teachers  p e r c e i v e d t h e i r i n t e n t i o n s be.

Teachers who were commit ted t o the aims and o b j e c t i v e s o f t h e new
LSH c u r r i c u l u m p e r c e i v e d more c l e a r l y t h e i n t e n t i o n s o f  t h e  
deve lopers .

On the whole, t e a c h e r s  p e r c e i v e d  themselves t o be t h e
new LSH package a c c o r d i n g t o t h e d e v e l o p e r s ' i n t e n t i o n s . The more
r e c e p t i v e teachers implemented t h e new LSH c u r r i c u l u m l i n e w i t h
t h e d e v e l o p e r s ' i n t e n t i o n s t h a n t h e l e s s  r e c e p t i v e  teachers .

The p r a c t i c a l aspect o f t h e c u r r i c u l u m was o f g r e a t e s t concern t o
teachers . Where f e a s i b i l i t y (measured i n terms o f o v e r a l l
workload, i n s t r u c t i o n t i m e a l l o c a t e d t o h i s t o r y teach ing ,
a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  AVA resources and p r i n c i p a l ' s s u p p o r t ) was
p e r c e i v e d t o be h igh , t h e teachers tended t o implement t h e
c u r r i c u l u m accord ing t o d e v e l o p e r s ' i n t e n t i o n s .

There was s t i l l a gap between t h e t e a c h e r s '  p e r c e p t i o n s  and t h e
d e v e l o p e r s ' p e r c e p t i o n s of how t h e new LSH package had been
implemented. Developers f e l t t h a t t h e use o f p u p i l s ' workbook
f o r r e v i s i o n was b e i n g over-emphasised b y t h e teachers .

I m p l i c a t i o n s For

The s t u d y serves t o p r o v i d e teachers w i t h a b e t t e r unders tand ing
o f t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s i n v o l v e d i n and t h e c h a l l e n g e s posed b y  t h e  
imp lementa t ion o f c u r r i c u l u m i n n o v a t i o n s i n classrooms.

When implement ing a new c u r r i c u l u m , teachers  shou ld  pay a t t e n t i o n
t o f o u r major f a c t o r s t h a t a re l i k e l y t o a f f e c t t h e way t h e y go
about t h e i r t a s k i n t h e classroom.

- Do I know and agree w i t h t h e dims and o b j e c t i v e s o f t h e
c u r r i c u l u m package?

- What i s my l e v e l of knowledge and unders tand ing o f t h e
assumptions and p r i n c i p l e s beh ind t h e i n n o v a t i o n ?

- How competent am I i n implement ing t h e new c u r r i c u l u m ?
- How do I make i t f e a s i b l e t o implement t h e new c u r r i c u l u m i n

t h e  s e t t i n g  o f t h e s c h o o l ?

F i n a l l y , i t i s i m p o r t a n t f o r teachers t o ensure t h a t t h e
i n t e n t i o n s o f t h e deve lopers o f c u r r i c u l u m packages are c l e a r l y
unders tood and s u c c e s s f u l l y t r a n s l a t e d i n t h e c lass room i n o r d e r
t h a t t h e  l e a r n e r s  d e r i v e maximum b e n e f i t f r o m t h e c u r r i c u l u m .

T h i s a b s t r a c t i s based on Mrs Huang Chai Lean 's M Ed d i s s e r t a t i o n
( N a t i o n a l U n i v e r s i t y o f S ingapore) e n t i t l e d " R e l a t i o n s h i p o f Teacher
R e c e p t i v i t y t o Imp lementa t ion o f t h e New Lower Secondary H i s t o r y
C u r r i c u l u m" T h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n i s a v a i l a b l e i n t h e  I E  
L i b r a r y .
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Abst rac t by Liaw Beng Teck

This i s a s tudy o f how eleven-year-old p u p i l s develop an understanding
o f space and the use o f  t he  re ference system i n mapping. The study
was c a r r i e d  o u t  i n Queensland, Aus t ra l i a .

WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE OF THE STUDY?

To help p u p i l s appreciate the d i f f e r e n t perspect ives viewed f rom
d i f f e r e n t vantage p o i n t s i n the school ground, and

To he lp p u p i l s l e a r n t o loca te  ob jec ts  accura te ly by us ing a
s p a t i a l re fe rence system.

HOW WAS THE STUDY DONE?

P u p i l s l e a r n t o use compasses t o i d e n t i f y d i r e c t i o n s and p r a c t i s e
o r i e n t e e r i n g i n t h e school ground.

P u p i l s work i n small groups t o i d e n t i f y main ob jec ts and l o c a t e
them on an o u t l i n e map.

Pup i l s l e a r n t o cons t ruc t a map o f a designated area.

WHAT WERE THE FINDINGS?

These eleven- year-old p u p i l s had a good understanding o f d i r e c t i o n s
and the arrangement o f ob jec ts i n t h e i r school ground.

They d i d no t experience d i f f i c u l t y i n l o c a t i n g an ob jec t us ing a 
reference system def ined i n r e l a t i o n t o h imse l f (egocentrism), o r
us ing a f i x e d and coordinated reference system.

However, of them encounter considerable d i f f i c u l t y when they
are asked t o descr ibe t h e l o c a t i o n o f an ob jec t i n r e l a t i o n t o
o the r  ob jec ts  



There i s a g r a d a t i o n i n p u p i l ' s a b i l i t y t o i n t e r p r e t s igns
symbols used i n a map.

----

p i c t o r i a l s igns

Br idge

WHAT THE IMPLICATIONS FOR TEACHERS?

P u p i l s p e r c e i v e and unders tand more when t h e y can observe o b j e c t s
d i r e c t l y .

In t h e teach ing of mapping, i t i s b e t t e r t o b e g i n by b r i n g i n g
p u p i l s t o the school  ground and l e t them p r a c t i s e t h e i r mapping
s k i l l s . A f t e r t h i s , p u p i l s can then be exposed t o t h e more
a b s t r a c t r e f e r e n c e system l i k e l o n g i t u d e s and l a t i t u d e s .

T h i s a b s t r a c t i s based on t h e a r t i c l e b y R. and P. Wi l son
e n t i t l e d " S p a t i a l Reference Systems and Mapping Wi th Eleven-Year-Old
P u p i l s " i n Geograph ica l Educa t ion , 3, 1979, pp 387-39 i . The
j o u r n a l i s a v a i l a b l e i n







Dear F e l l o w P r o f e s s i o n a l

React t o R E A C T

Now t h a t you have read REACT, r e hope you w i l l share w i t h
of your views so as t o h e l p us improve REACT. Please t h e r e f o r e

comple te t h e r e a c t i o n n a i r e and r e t u r n i t t o us t h r o u g h your p r i n c i p a l
a t y o u r e a r l i e s t convenience.

A lso, p l e a s e complete the f o l l o w i n g quest ions: .

1. Are you a t e a c h e r ?

2. How l o n g have you been i n s e r v i c e ? years

3. What main do you teach?

Thank you.

THE EDITORIAL BOARD

REACTIONNAIRE

1. How do you f i n d t h e language on t h e whole?

Reasonably Too
r e a d a b l e d i f f i c u l t y Techn ica l

2. What would you l i k e t o see i n f u t u r e i s s u e s o f REACT?

3. I n what ways can REACT be improved so as t o meet t h e needs o f
c lass room teachers  more s a t i s f a c t o r i l y ?
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